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INTRODUCTION

The subfamily Eumolpinae Hope, 1840 includes
more than 500 genera and 7000 species distributed
mainly in the tropics and subtropics (Jolivet &
Verma 2008). Of them, 11 species of 6 genera are
known from eastern Europe (Bieńkowski 2004),
and only 4 species of 3 genera – from
Fennoscandia and Baltiae (Silfverberg 2004).

In Latvian fauna, 3 genera and 4 species of
Eumolpinae are known. In adjacent territories, the
number of registered Eumolpinae species slightly
varies: Belarus – 5 species are recorded (Lopatin
& Nesterova 2005), Estonia – 3 species
(Silfverberg 2004), Lithuania – 4 species (Pileckis
& Monsevičius 1997; Silfverberg 2004),
Kaliningrad region – 3 (Alekseev 2003), St.
Petersburg and Leningrad region – 3 species
(Romantsov 2007).

The first information on Eumolpinae in Latvia was
published in the beginning of the 19th century
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(Precht 1818, Fleischer 1829). Subsequently, more
than 15 works were published. Scarce faunal
records can also be found in following other
articles (Lindberg  1932; Pūtele 1974, 1981a;
Stiprais 1977; Rūtenberga 1992; Barševskis 1993,
1997; Telnov & Kalniņš 2003; Telnov et al. 2006,
2010; Bukejs & Telnov 2007).

Imagoes of Eumolpinae feed on leaves of host
plants; larvae occur in the soil,  feed on
underground parts of plants; pupate in the soil
(Bieńkowski 2004).

The aim of the current work is to summarize
information on Eumolpinae in Latvia. Faunal data
on 3 species are presented. Complete annotated
bibliographical information on this leaf-beetles
subfamily in Latvia is given for the first time. An
annotated list of Latvian species of Eumolpinae
is presented. Altogether, 4 species of 3 genera
are reported for Latvia.
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MATERIAL AND METHODS

Material studied is stored in the collection of
Daugavpils University Institute of Systematic
Biology (DUBC, Daugavpils, LV), the collection
of Latvian Natural History Museum (Rīga, LV),
the collection of Institute of Biology of Latvian
University (Salaspils, LV), collection of V. Pūtele
(Institute of Biology of Latvian University,
Salaspils, LV), and private collection of author
(Daugavpils, LV).

The following species keys were used for
identification of material: Bieńkowski 2004,
Lopatin & Nesterova 2005, Mohr 1966,
Warchałowski 2003. The systematics suggested
by Silfverberg (2004). The nomenclature and
synonymy suggested by Moseyko & Sprecher-
Uebersax (2010).

Host plants are listed citing the monograph of
Lopatin & Nesterova (2005). General species
distribution is given according to Bieńkowski
(2004), Borowiec (2004), Hayashi et al. (1984),
Lopatin (1977, 1986), Lopatin & Kulenova (1986),
Lopatin & Nesterova (2005), Medvedev (1982,
1992), Medvedev & Dubeshko (1992), Moseyko
& Sprecher-Uebersax (2010), and Warchałowski
(2003).

Classification of chorotypes follows as
suggested by Taglianti et al. (1999). The transcript
of chorotypes codes: ASE – Asiatic-European,
PAL –Palaearctic, SIE – Sibero-European, TUE –
Turano-European.

The following information is given for each
species: scientific name & author, published
bibliographic sources for Latvia, faunal  data
(locality, collecting date, number of collected
specimens in oval brackets, information on the
habitat and the collector’s name), host plants,
phenology (Latvian data only; IV, V, VI, VII, VIII,
IX – months from April to September; in oval
brackets – ten-day period), general distribution
of species and the chorotype code.

Explanations of the abbreviations used: d. –
administrative district (system of administrative
districts used in Latvia from 1991 to 2009), env. –
environs, syn. – synonym, C – Central, S – South,
N – North, E – East, W – West.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

During the current research, occurrence of 3
species of Eumolpinae was confirmed for the
fauna of Latvia. One species,  Chrysochus
asclepiadeus (Pallas, 1776), was not found and
occurrence of this species in the Latvian fauna
needs further confirmation.

Eumolpinae of Latvian fauna is represented by 4
chorotypes: Palaearctic – 1 species
[Pachnephorus tessellatus (Duft.)], Asiatic-
European – 1 species [Bromius obscurus (L.)],
Sibero-European – 1 species [Pachnephorus
pilosus (Rossi)] and Turano-European – 1
species [Eumolpus asclepiadeus (Pall.)].

AN ANNOTATED LIST OF LATVIAN
EUMOLPINAE.

CHRYSOMELIDAE LATREILLE, 1802
EUMOLPINAE HOPE, 1840
EUMOLPINI HOPE, 1840

Chrysochus Chevrolat, 1836
syn.: Eumolpus sensu auct.

Ch. asclepiadeus (Pallas, 1776)
syn.: praetiosus (Fabricius, 1792)

References: Precht 1818 (Eumolpus praetiosus);
Pūtele 1974; Telnov et al. 1997; Telnov 2004
(Eumolpus).

Examined material: Not confirmed by the author.
The author has reviewed 2 specimens of
Chrysochus asclepiadeus [without labels] from
the collection of Institute of Biology of Latvian
University but all these specimens are
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misidentified and relate to Plagiodera versicolora
(Laicharting, 1781).

Host plants: Vincetoxicum hirundinaria,
Asclepias syriaca (Asclepiadaceae).

Phenology: no data for Latvia. In Belarus
specimens were recorded in VI-VIII (Lopatin,
Nesterova 2005).
General distribution: Europe (France, N Italy, S
Germany, E Poland, S Belarus, S Lithuania, basins
of Danube, Dnepr and Volga), Asia Minor
(Turkey), Caucasus, south part of W Siberia, N
Kazakhstan. [TUE]

Note: Very rare species in Latvia; known from
single locality in Jelgava environs. The
occurrence of this species in the Latvian fauna
needs further confirmation. According to the
catalogue of Silfverberg (2004), it is mentioned
for Latvia and Lithuania. In Lithuania, this species
is known also from single locality in southern
part of country (V. Tamutis pers. comm.).

BROMIINI CHAPUIS, 1874

Pachnephorus Redtenbacher, 1845

P. pilosus (Rossi, 1790)
syn.: aeneus (Schneider, 1792); arenarius (Panzer,
1797)

References: Fleischer 1829 (Eumolpus arenaria
F.); Seidlitz 1872-1875 (arenarius Fbr.), 1887-1891;
Rathlef 1905; Pūtele 1974; Telnov et al. 1997, 2006,
2010; Telnov, Kalniņš 2003; Telnov 2004;
Silfverberg 2004; Bukejs, Telnov 2007.

Examined material: 41 exx: Daugavpils d.: Elerne,
IV.2002 (1, dry meadow, leg. A.Barševskis),
VI.2002 (1, valley of the Daugava River, leg.
A.Barševskis); Lociki, 20.VIII.2001 (6, leg.
G.Lociks); Stropi, 27.VI.2006 (1, leg. A.Bukejs),
2.VII.2006 (1, leg. A.Bukejs), 13.V.2007 (10, sandy
uncultived agrocenosis, on soil, leg. A.Bukejs),
11.VI.2009 (2, leg. A.Bukejs); Jēkabpils d.: Dunava,
5.VIII.1996 (2, leg. A.Barševskis), 1-5.VIII.1997 (1,

leg. A.Barševskis), 25.IV.1998 (2, leg.
A.Barševskis), 6.IX.1998 (1, agrocenosis, leg.
A.Barševskis), 14.V.2005 (1, leg. A.Barševskis),
1-15.IV.2002 (1, Dvietes forest, leg. A.Barševskis),
27.V.2005 (1, leg. A.Barševskis), 18.V.2008 (1,
Dvietes forest, leg. A.Barševskis); Krāslava d.:
Ūdrīši, Zapoļniki house, 28.IV.2007 (2, leg.
M.Murd); Preiļi d.: Aglona, 27.IV.2007 (4, leg.
M.Murd, A.Barševskis); Jersika, 15.V.2005 (3, leg.
A.Barševskis).

Host plants: Compositae.

Phenology: IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX(1).

General distribution: Europe, Asia Minor,
Siberia. [SIE]

Note: Rather infrequent species in Latvia.
According to the catalogue of Silfverberg (2004),
it is mentioned for Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,
Finland and Karelia.

P. tessellatus (Duftschmid, 1825)
syn.: arenarius Küster, 1846; sabulosus Gebler,
1830

References: Seidlitz 1872-1875, 1887-1891;
Rathlef 1905; Lindberg 1932; Barševskis 1997;
Telnov et al. 1997, 2006; Telnov 2004.

Examined material: 2 exx: Jēkabpils d.: Dunava,
5.VIII.1996 (1, leg. A.Barševskis); Jēkabpils, 15-
16.VI.1995 (1, park, leg. A.Barševskis).

Host plants: Compositae.

Phenology: V, VI, VII, VIII.

General distribution: Europe, Canary Islands,
Asia Minor, Caucasus, Afghanistan, Siberia,
Kazakhstan, Central Asia, Mongolia, Russian Far
East, N China, Tibet. [PAL]

Note: Very rare species in Latvia with four actual
records. According to the catalogue of Silfverberg
(2004), it is mentioned for Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania.
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Bromius Chevrolat, 1836
syn.: Adoxus Kirby, 1837; Eumolpus Kugelann,
1798

B. obscurus (Linnaeus, 1758)

References: Precht 1818 (Eumolpus); Seidlitz
1872-1875 (Eumolpus), 1887-1891; Ulanowski
1883 (Adoxus); Rathlef 1905; Stiprais 1977; Pūtele
1980 (Adoxus), 1981a, 1981b; Barševskis 1988,
1993, 2002; Rūtenberga 1992 (Adoxus); Telnov et
al. 1997; Telnov 2004; Kalniņš et al. 2007; Bukejs,
Telnov 2007.

Examined material: 133 exx: Aizkraukle d.:
Odziena, 19.VII.2008 (1, leg. A.Barševskis); Rīteri,
20.VI.2006 (5, leg. A.Barsevskis), 29.VI.2006 (1,
leg. A.Barševskis); Valle, 12.VIII.2008 (2, leg.
A.Barševskis); Cēsis d.: Brežģis NW env., Brežģa
kalns (hill), 3.VII.2006 (1, leg. A.Barševskis,
U.Valainis, A.Pankjāns); Daugavpils d.: Bebrene,
16.VI.2006 (1, leg. E.Rudāns); Daugavpils,
Mežciems, 1.VII.1995 (1, xeric habitat, leg.
A.Barševskis), 1.VI.2008 (1, edge of pine forest,
leg. A.Bukejs), Daugavpils, Križi, 20.V.2001 (2, leg.
G.Lociks); Elerne, 16.VI.2002 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis); Ilgas, Silene Nature Park, 2.VI.1992
(1, leg. A.Barševskis), 9.VI.1992 (2, leg.
A.Barševskis), 1993 (1, leg. R.Cibuļskis), 11.V.1996
(1, leg. R.Cibuļskis), 3.VII.1996 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis), 29.IV-10.VII.2000 (1, leg.
L.Nikitina), 27.VI.2009 (1, leg. A.Barševskis);
Kalnišķi, 55o52‘54“N 26o44‘03“E, 21.VIII.2009 (1,
bank of the Daugava River, leg. A.Bukejs,
M.Balalaikins); Līksna parish, 4 km N Daugavpils,
29.VI.2008 (1, clearing, leg. A.Bukejs); Ļubāste E
env., 15.VI.2006 (2, inland dunes, leg.
A.Barševskis), 2.VI.2007 (3, leg. A.Barševskis),
16.VI.2008 (1, continental dunes, forest, leg.
A.Barševskis), 22.VII.2008 (3, leg. A.Barševskis);
Šarlote, 1.VI.2008 (1, leg. K.Aksjuta); Šedere,
Straumēni house, 10-11.V.2008 (2, leg.
M.Janovska); Stropi, 21.V.2007 (1, sandy
agrocenosis, leg. A.Bukejs), 25.V.2007 (3, swampy
bank of Lielais Stropu lake, leg. A.Bukejs),
29.V.2007 (1, sandy agrocenosis, leg. A.Bukejs);
Vabole, 1993 (1, leg. M.Jukšs); Gulbene d.:
Gulbītis S env., Lake Ušūrs, 11.VIII.2005 (1, leg.

A.Barševskis); Lejasciems, VI.2005 (1, window
trap, leg. A.Barševskis, J.Laizāns), VII.2006 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis), VIII.2006 (1, leg. A.Barševskis);
Jēkabpils d.:  Dunava, VI.2002 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis), 3-5.VI.2006 (1, leg. K.Barševska),
10-18.VI.2006 (3, leg. K.Barševska), 3.VI.2007 (1,
leg. A.Barševskis), 11-17.VII.2007 (1, leg.
K.Barševska), 18.V.2008 (11, forest, leg.
A.Barševskis), 1.VI.2008 (2, leg. A.Barševskis),
11-22.VI.2009 (1, leg. K.Barševska); Dviete,
22.VI.2008 (1, forest near Kinkasku mire, leg.
A.Barševskis); Gārsene, 20.VII.2001 (1, leg.
I.Leiskina); Tadenava, 1.VI.2002 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis), 16.VI.2006 (1, leg. A.Barševskis),
29.VI.2008 (1, leg. A.Barševskis); 6 km NW
Vandāni, Vimbaru forest, 12.VIII.2008 (1, leg.
M.Balalaikins); Viesīte, 8.VIII.2008 (2, leg.
A.Barševskis); Zasa, 15.VIII.2000 (1, leg.
I.Leiskina); Jelgava d.: Jelgava, near Rīga-Šiauliai
road, 15.VI.2008 (4, leg. R.Orlovskis,
A.Barševskis); Krāslava d.: Kaplava, 10.VII.1991
(1, leg. A.Barševskis); Piedruja, 28.V.1991 (2, dry
meadow, leg. A.Barševskis), 9.VII.1991 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis); Šķeltova, 9.V.1993 (5, leg.
A.Barševskis), 20.V.1995 (1, humid meadow, leg.
A.Barševskis), 31.VII.1995 (1, leg. A.Barševskis),
25.V.2007 (1, leg. A.Barsevskis); Ūdrīši, Zapoļniki
house, 12.VI.2005 (1, leg. M.Murd), 9.VI.2007 (1,
leg. M.Murd); Liepāja d.: Raibāmuiža, 14.VI.2001
(1, leg. J.Gailis); Ludza d.: Bļaši, 23.VI.2009 (1,
leg. M.Balalaikins); Madona d.: Aiviekste vill.,
22.VIII.2006 (3, leg. A.Barševskis); Jumurda, near
Lake Lācīšu, 19.VII.2008 (2, leg. A.Barševskis);
Ogre d.: Jumprava, 10.VII.2008 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis); Preiļi d.: Aglona train station,
30.V.2008 (4, leg. J.Staskeviča); Jersika, 23-
24.VI.2006 (1, leg. A.Barševskis, A.Barševska),
29.V.2007 (1, leg. K.Barševska, A.Barševskis), 9-
10.VI.2007 (1, leg. K.Barševska, A.Barševskis),
31.V.2008 (2, leg. A.Barševskis), 6.VI.2008 (3, leg.
A.Barševskis), 27.V.2009 (1, leg. A.Barševskis),
30.V.2009 (5, leg. A.Barševskis); Rēzekne d.:
Gaigalava, 15.VII.2009 (1, old clearing, leg.
A.Bukejs, M.Balalaikins); Stoļerova, Lake Šostu
env., 29.VII.2009 (1, leg. M.Balalaikins); Rīga d.:
Marupe env., 7.VII.2009 (1, leg. K.Barševska,
A.Barševskis); Saulkrasti, 16.VIII.2008 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis); Saulkrasti SW env., 19.VII.2008
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(2, seashore, on Epilobium, leg. A.Bukejs);
Sigulda, 16.VIII.2008 (1, leg. A.Barševskis); Talsi
d.: Sabile, 19.VII.2007 (1, leg. A.Pankjāns,
A.Soldāns, U.Valainis, A.Barševskis); Slītere
National Park, Zilie Kalni (hills) and Davida pļavas
(meadows), 10.VII.2004 (1, leg. A.Barševskis),
27.VI.2006 (1, leg. A.Barševskis, U.Valainis,
A.Pankjāns), 2.VI.2009 (1, leg. A.Barševskis);
Valmiera d.: Talava, 21.VIII.2006 (1, leg.
A.Barševskis).

Host plants:  Chamaenerion, Epilobium
(Onagraceae), Rumex (Polygonaceae).

Phenology: V, VI, VII, VIII.

General distribution:  Europe, Siberia,
Kazakhstan, Central Asia (Kyrgyzstan,
Uzbekistan), Mongolia, Russian Far East, Japan,
N China, Korean Peninsula; introduced also to N
America. [ASE]

Note: Common species in Latvia. The species is
reported for the all Baltic and Fennoscandian
States (Silfverberg 2004).
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