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SHORT COMMUNICATION

First record of Hebrus ruficeps (Heteroptera: Hebridae) from the Caucasus

IlepBas naxonka Hebrus ruficeps (Heteroptera: Hebridae) na Kaskasze

A.A. Prokin
A.A. Ilpoxun

Alexander A. Prokin. Papanin Institute for Biology of Inland Waters of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Borok,
152742, Nekouzsky District, Yaroslavl Province, Russia. E-mail: prokina@mail.ru

Abstract. Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871 (Heteroptera: Hebridae) is recorded for the Cau-
casus for the first time from a Sphagnum peat bog in the Kabardino-Balkaria Republic.

Pesitome. Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871 (Heteroptera: Hebridae) Bepsbie o6Hapy keH Ha
Kaskase, B chparnosom 6osnore Kabapauno-Bankapun.
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Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871, a spe-
cies of the velvet water bugs (Hebridae), is widely dis-
tributed in Europe, in particular, recorded from Esto-
nia, Latvia, Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, as well as from
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan (Andersen, 1995). The
known range of this species in Russia covers the Eu-
ropean part from the Republic of Karelia, Leningrad
and Novgorod Provinces in the north up to Kursk, Vo-
ronezh and Samara Provinces in the south; in Siberia,
it was recorded from the Irkutsk Province and Primor-
skiy Territory (Kanyukova, 1997, 2006; Vinokurov et
al., 2010).

This year I found H. ruficeps in a mountain Sphag-
num peat bog in the Kabardino-Balkaria Republic,
and this is the first record of the species in the Cauca-
sus. This finding allows to assume that the postglacial
colonisation is the most likely way for the species has
penetrated into the Caucasus region.

Material examined. Three specimens, Russia, Ka-
bardino-Balkaria Republic, Verkhnyaya Balkaria vill.
environs, Sphagnum peat bog (No 2), 43°05'52"N
43°28'41"E, 1783 m alt., 7 June 2018, coll. A. Prokin.
The material is deposited in the collection of the Pa-

panin Institute for Biology of Inland Waters, Russian
Academy of Sciences, Borok (IBIW).
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