Boris Kuperman Memorial Fund 
Grants Program

Announcement, Instructions for Applicants, and Review and Award Procedures

Submission Deadline: April 4, 2006;   Approximate Award Date: April 26, 2006

Dr. Boris I. Kuperman passed away on August 10, 2002 after a long and productive career as a parasitologist.  He was trained in Leningrad (now St. Petersburg) at the Leningrad Veterinary Institute, the Zoological Institute and Leningrad State University. His theses were on the cestode genus Triaenophorus, and the functional morphology of lower cestodes.  Most of his scientific career, from 1972 to 1996, was spent at the Institute for the Biology of Inland Waters of the Russian Academy of Sciences in Borok, Russia, on the shores of Rybinsk Reservoir.  There he carried a diverse program of research on protozoan and metazoan parasites and supervised the thesis research of 9 masters degree students and seven doctoral students.  In 1996, Boris and his wife, Dr. Victoria Matey, came to the United States and became adjunct professors in the Department of Biology and Center for Inland Waters at San Diego State University.  There they revived the teaching of parasitology, developed and carried out new projects on parasites of southern California mollusks, fish, amphibians, and opossums, published numerous papers, participated actively in North American scientific conferences on parasitology, and, in general, accomplished a great deal and endeared themselves to their new American colleagues and students.

The Kuperman Grant Program

During his years in the United States, Dr. Kuperman often expressed concern for his colleagues and former students back in Russia, and for the Russian scientific community in general, and the difficult circumstances under which they currently carry out their scientific work.  
So his family thought it would be a fitting tribute to Boris to establish a memorial fund that could be used to support, in a modest way, parasitological research by Russian scientists.  This fund has been created by donations from family, friends, relatives and colleagues, and is managed by the American Society for Parasitology (ASP) and a review panel appointed by the Executive Council of the ASP.

Until this fund is exhausted it will award grants of up to $500 to Russian parasitologists for scientific work to be conducted in Russia.  Proposals will be solicited via announcements widely disseminated in Russia once a year.  Awards for an 18 month grant period will be made on the basis of evaluations by the ASP review panel.  It is the intent of the panel that an award from Kuperman Memorial Fund will promote the collection of data and the publication of scientific papers that will strengthen future applications by the Principal Investigator for other grants.
Eligibility.  Any Russian scientist with a Ph.D. degree or its equivalent in experience is eligible to apply for a Kuperman Memorial Fund Grant.  The focus of the proposal must be in some area of basic parasitology.  
Recipients of a previous Kuperman award may submit a new proposal in subsequent years.

Uses of award.  Because the primary goal of the award to support the proposed research, the funds awarded must be used for the approved project and be consistent with the submitted budget.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICANTS FOR KUPERMAN AWARDS


Format: All materials submitted must be typed, single-spaced, with 12 point type, and in English.  To provide maximum clarity of the proposal, the applicants are strongly encouraged to seek assistance from a native English-speaker during the writing of the proposal.  

Contents of application packet

1. A Cover Letter:  In a letter addressed to Dr. Matey and the Kuperman Fund Review Panel ((Department of Biology and Center for Inland Waters, San Diego State University, San Diego, California, 92182, U.S.A.), the principal investigator should compose a letter that contains a formal request that the proposal be evaluated for a Kuperman Award, a brief description (2-3 sentences) of how the proposed project will advance the knowledge of the field of parasitology and how the project fits in the principal investigator’s overall research work.  In addition, the letter should contain complete contact information for the Principal Investigator, including regular mail and email addresses to which correspondence may be sent.

2. A Letter of Support:  A letter from the director of  the principal investigator’s administrative unit (academic department, institute, or other entity through which the award will be transmitted) must be included.  This letter should state the level of support from the administration of the institution and should address the value of the work to the principal investigator and the institution’s overall objectives.

3. A 
Curricula Vitae (CV): Include a CV of the principal investigator and any other senior scientist(s) that will be heavily involved in the proposed research.  The CV should include: degrees earned and institution; professional positions held; other past and current grants (including title of the project, source of funds, project period); a bibliography of peer reviewed publications; technical papers and reports; and presentations at national and international meetings.

4. Copies of three publications:  Publications relevant to this research by the principal investigator and any other senior scientists who will be heavily involved in the research should be sent as Acrobat file copies in .pdf, if possible.  We recognize that most of these publications are likely to be in Russian.  Please provide English translation of the titles, if no English version of the abstract is presented.

5. The research proposal:
The research proposal should describe a project of scientific significance that can be completed or considerably advanced with the funds requested.  Proposal sections 2 through 5, listed below, should not exceed 5 single-spaced pages in length.  Page limits for other sections of the proposal, including the budget, are indicated in those sections.  Paginate the proposal beginning with the Cover page as page 1.  The proposal should be constructed in a single electronic file and consist of the following sections, in the order listed:

1. Cover page (one page limit).  This page should carry the heading "Proposal for a research project to be considered for funding by the Boris Kuperman Memorial Fund", followed on separate lines by the title of the project, the name of the principal investigator, and all contact information for the principal investigator (institutional affiliation, mail address, email address, telephone number, fax number).  The Cover Page should also contain an abstract (<200 words) summarizing the proposed research hypothesis and objectives, and the general methodological approaches to be used. 

(The following research proposal sections 2-5 are limited to a total of 5 single typed pages.)
2. Introduction. This section should state the specific hypothesis, question or problem to be addressed, describe its significance in the context of our present knowledge and make reference to relevant existing literature or background information.  This section is where you need to grab the attention of the evaluators and get them excited about your ideas and the project.  It is critical!  Make sure the reviewers see the importance of your objectives in 'the big picture' of parasitology.
3.  Specific objectives.  This section should clearly identify the objectives of the proposal and how they objectives of the proposal are related to testing the hypotheses.

4. Proposed methodology.  This section should specify the field and/or laboratory methodologies to be used to achieve your proposed objectives.  Such information might include the experimental design(s), the major types of instrumentation and facilities to be used, sample preservation and preparation techniques, temporal and geographic aspects of field sampling regimes, statistical approaches, etc. 

5. Expected products.  This section should state, in realistic terms, what specific principal products are expected to result from this research, beyond the experimental results.  For example, scientific papers published in refereed journals and submission of additional grant applications justified by the data collected in this proposal should be major expectations, along with others.

6. Literature cited (no page limit).  List all published work cited in all the research proposal sections above, using the standard bibliographic format used by The Journal of Parasitology (http://asp.unl.edu/publications/journal/instructions/index.php).

7. Proposed budget (use the attached budget format page): Funds may be requested for any reasonable scientific purpose: salaries, supplies, reagents, equipment, travel and per diem expenses for fieldwork.  A standard format for the budget is attached and may be modified to meet the specific needs of the principal investigator’s budget proposal.  Where money is allocated to salaries, the names of persons to receive those funds, and the amount of salary for each person should be specified.  
The Review Panel may elect to award a total budget amount lower than that requested.

8. Budget explanation (no page limits): In this section, very briefly justify each major expense category in your budget.  Realize that the need for a particular expense may not be transparent to the review panel.  Travel expenses to scientific meetings are allowed.  Identify the individual traveling, as well as the title, location, and dates for the meeting in this budget section.
If Kuperman Grant funds are to be used to leverage or match  funds from other sources, name the other funding source, the date of application and amount of those funds.
9. Personnel (no page limit): List all senior scientists who will be involved in the project, giving the standard affiliation and contact information for each.  Also, briefly indicate role and responsibilities of each person involved in the project.

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

Applications must be submitted via email as attached Acrobat, Word or WordPerfect files.  Submit your application to Dr. Victoria Matey via email  <victor.kuperman@mpi.nl>.  Questions about the application may be sent to Dr. Matey at the same email address.
Deadline for receipt of applications for the current competition is April 4, 2006.  You will be notified by email when your application is received.


CRITERIA TO BE USED IN EVALUATING PROPOSALS

The Review Panel will use the following criteria for evaluating and ranking proposals.  The approximate weighting to be given each are as follows:
· knowledge of the literature relevant to the problem (15%)
· significance of the hypothesis, question, or problem, and the clarity with which it is stated (15%)
· quality of the research design (25%)
· feasibility of completing the objectives in the funded period (18 months) (15%)
· competence of the investigators (20%)
· adequacy of facilities to conduct the work (10%).

Applicants should keep these criteria in mind when preparing their applications.
NOTIFICATION OF AWARD AND TRANSMISSION OF FUNDS

Notification of the results of proposal evaluations and award decisions will be made no sooner than April 26, 2006.

Funds to awardees will be transmitted by wire transfer via Western Union Bank.  Cost of transmitting the funds will be covered by the Kuperman Memorial Fund and not subtracted from the award amount.
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The Kuperman Awards are intended to support projects that have a duration of 18 months.  The American Society of Parasitology thus requests that two reports be submitted, in English. A Progress Report should be submitted at 9 months after the award is made, and a Final Report at 18 months.  The format of these reports is left to the discretion of the principal investigator.  Both reports should be submitted to Dr. Victoria Matey via email <kuperman@sunstroke.sdsu.edu>.  

The Progress Report should summarize what has been accomplished to date, what work remains and what difficulties have been encountered or changes of direction that may have occurred.  Although there is no required length of this report, one page may be adequate.

The Final Report should present all results and their interpretation.  This report should have the same format as a standard scientific paper.  The ideal Final Report would in fact be a manuscript in a form ready for submission to a scientific journal, accompanied by a cover letter.  If the manuscript is to be published in Russian, an English translation should be prepared and submitted.

*************************************
Boris Kuperman Memorial Fund Grant Program

Budget page

(The following is a template to be used for the budget.  Categories may be added or deleted depending on the needs of the project.  Some examples are given under category headings.)

Budget category
Estimated Cost

Personnel:








Equipment:





Supplies:


Experimental animals


Rubber gloves








Reagents:


Chemicals


Biochemicals





Fieldwork:


Transportation


Per diem expenses





Travel:


Transportation


Per diem expenses





Total
*

* The total grant may not exceed $500.  
