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Cannibalism by the Larvae of Coccinella septempunctata bruckii Mursant (Coleoptera: Coccinel-
lidae) in Mass-Rearing Experiments. Keiichi Takanasur (National Grassland Research Institute,
Nishinasuno, Tochigi 329-27, Japan). Jpn. J. Appl. Ent. Zool. 31: 201-205 (1987)

Laboratory tests for the detection of egg, larval and pupal cannibalism by the larvae of Coccinella
septempunctata bruckit were carried out.  When no aphids were supplied, most of the eggs were attacked
by larvae in each instar, and most of the first and the second instar larvae molted to the next stages
only with eggs. When an adequate number of aphids was supplied, only the first and the second
instar larvae attacked a few eggs, and the third and the fourth instar larvae never attacked eggs.
When no aphids were supplied, larval cannibalism occurred frequently in the second, the third and
the fourth instar larvae, but most of the first instar larvae were starved to death or attacked by other
instar larvae, whereas, when an adequate number of aphids was supplied, larval cannibalism was

minimal.
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Pupal cannibalism by the larvae did not occur except in one instance when no aphids
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1. Egg cannibalism by the larvae.

N\W: mortality of larvae by cannibalism.
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Fig. 2. Larval cannibalism among individuals at the same stage.
NW: mortality of larvae by cannibalism.
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Fig. 4. Pupal cannibalism by the larvae.
N: mortality of larvae by cannibalism.
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