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Abstract: During the period 2005-2006 two new localities of the considered as very
rare longhorn beetle Icosium tomentosum atticurn Ganglbauer (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae)
were established in Bulgaria — “Tisata” reserve near town of Kresna, and town of Petrich. In
Kresna locality 2 adults were reared from broken dry branch of Juniperus excelsa M. Bieb.,
and in Petrich one - 2 adults from stem of dying Cupressus sempervirens L. J. excelsa and C.
sempervirens are found for first time as host plants of the cerambycid in Bulgaria. In Petrich
locality an adult of checkered beetle, Trichodes punctatus Fischer von Waldheim (Cleridae:
Coleoptera) was found in cerambicid larval galleries. All known localities of I tomentosum
atticum in Bulgaria are discussed in the work.
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Until now, 266 species of longhorn beetles (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae)
have been reported in Bulgaria (Migliaccio et al., 2007). With exception
of some probably wrongly identified and single old not-confirmed records, it
could be accepted that at least 255 species were certainly established in the
country. From them, 67 species (25.2%) are rare — with scarce populations or
known from single localities only. It must be noted that this high percentage
is probably due to the fact that most of cerambycids are not especially
studied or for their study not the most appropriate methods were used.

This note announces new data about distribution and ecology of
Icosium tomentosum atticum Ganglbauer, 1881, which is considered as
one of the rarest cerambycids in Bulgaria.

Holomediterranean Icosium tomentosum Lucas, 1854 is known by two
geographic subspecies — 1. tomentosum tomentosum in South-West Europe
and North Africa, and I. tomentosum atticum in Turkey, Balkan Peninsula
(Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina), Italy, and
South France (Danilevsky, 2003; Hoskovec, Rejzek, 2006). Both
subspecies develop on various Cupressaceae (Juniperus, Cupressus, Thuja,
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Callitrix, Tetraclinis, etc.) (Hoskovec, Rejzek, 2006). According to the
same authors, life cycle is 2 years; larvae first feed under bark and later enter
the wood of recently dead or dying hosts.

In Bulgaria I. tomentosum atticum was reported only once by a singe
specimen collected near Plovdiv (Angelov, 1988). It was considered
doubtful for Bulgaria (Sama, personal communication), and was not
included among certainly established species in the country (Georgieyv,
Hubenov, 2006). However, recently a specimen was collected on street
lamp in Novo Konomladi vill. in Struma valley at 100 m a.s.l. (Migliaccio
et al., 2007).

In this study I fomentosum atticum was established at two new localities
in Bulgaria — Kresna and Petrich.

First habitat of 1. tomentosum atticum is situated in “Tisata” reserve in
Kresna gorge of Struma valley in which large natural formations of Juniperus
excelsa M. Bieb. occur. Cuttings of broken dry branch of J. excelsa about 1.5
cm in diameter were collected on 14 August 2005 in Maleshevska planina
Mt. at 350 m a.s.l., about 2 km north of Kresna. They were placed in a
plastic container and were transported to the University of Forestry in Sofia
(UF). The samples were kept in laboratory conditions at room temperature
(18-22 °C). Two adult specimens (a male and a female) of I fomentosum
atticum were reared in 2006 (found dead on 16 November).

Second habitat is situated about 1 km west of Petrich at 160 m a.s.l.
On 3 November 2005 six cerambycid larvae were found in larval galleries in
wood under bark of dying stem of Cupressus sempervirens L. about 25 cm in
diameter. Besides them, an alive male adult of checkered beetle, Trichodes
punctatus Fischer von Waldheim, 1829 (Cleridae, Coleoptera) was also
found in an empty cerambicid larval gallery. After collection larvae were
placed in polystirol tubes. They were transported to the UF and were kept
at room temperature. Two adults of I. tomentosum atticum (a male and a
female) were reared between 26 and 31 July 2006. Three of the remaining
larvae died, and one turned into a pupa but died in a short time.

It is important to note that I. fomentosum atticum was established for
first time to develop on J. excelsa and C. sempervirens in Bulgaria. All known
localities of the cerambycid in the country are marked on Fig. 1.

The present finding of 7. punctatus is also of great interest. The species
is distributed in Balkan Peninsula, Middle East, and South Russia. Aberration
viridifasciatus Chevrolat, 1843, established in this study occurs in former
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, and Iran (Gerstmeier, 1998).

Damaged stem of C. sempervirens might be used by T. punctatus as
suitable over-wintering place. However, the presence of adult clerid beetle in
larval galleries of 1. tomentosum atticurn may be indication of predator-prey
relationship. No data about larval feeding of 7. punctatus have been found
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in entomological literature, but Trichodes adults often could be observed
on flowers of various herbaceous plants feeding on pollen or hunting other
flower-visiting insects. According to Gerstmeier (1998) the larvae of some
Trichodes (T. alvearius F., T. apiarius L.) are predators of pre-adult stages of
solitary bees (Anthophora, Megachile, Osmia). Larvae of Trichodes ammios
(F.) and T. flavocinctus Spinola are also known to feed on grasshopper eggs
(del Canizo, 1956).

E of Greenwich 23 24 25 26 27 28

Fig. 1. Known localities of Icosium tomentosum atticumm in Bulgaria

In conclusion, it is obvious that I fomentosum atticum is not very
rare in Bulgaria and other findings are liable to occur in southern parts of
the country especially where large Cupressaceae plantations exist — Eastern
Rhodopes and Black sea coast.
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BbPXY PAIIPOCTPAHEHMETO N EKOAOTMATA HA ICOSIUM
TOMENTOSUM ATTICUM GANGLBAUER (COLEOPTERA:
CERAMBYCIDAE) B BbATAPUA

. HoiiueB, /1. OBuapoB
Aecomexnuuecku ynuBepcumem — Codust
I'. I'eopeueB
Mncmumym 3a 2opama - Codust
Boacapcka akagemust na naykume

(Pe3wme)

IIpe3 nepuoga 2005-2006 2. ca ycmanoBenu gBe noBu naxoguwa nHa
cMsimaHus 3a MHO20 psagbk B Bouacapus ceuko Icosium tomentosum atticum
Ganglbauer (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae). ITepBomo naxoguwe e B pesep-
Bama ,,Tucama“ go Kpecna, a Bmopomo — B pationa na Ilempuu.

B pesepBama ,Tucama“ I tomentosum atticum € HamepeH B cyxu
kaonu na gepBoBugna xBotina (Juniperus excelsa M. Bieb.) B paliona na
MaaeweBcka naanuna, okoao 2 km ceBepno om Kpechna, na 350 m nagm. B.
BuoAoeuunusim Mamepuaa — aapBu ¢ yacmu om kaoHume Ha XpaHumea-
HOMO pacmeHnue, € cbOpan Ha 14.08.2005 2. u npenecen B aabopamophHu
ycaoBusi, kbgemo npe3 2006 2. uzaemsixa 1 mbXkku u 1 kencku eksemnasp
Ha uepambuuuga.

Bmopomo naxoguwe ce namupa okoao 1 km 3anagno om ITempuu
Ha 160 m nagm. B. B neeo I tomentosum atticum e ycmanoBen B cmwb0-
aomo Ha 3a2uBaw, kunapuc (Cupressus sempervirens L.). Ha 03.11.2005 e.
ca cbOpanu 6 aapBu, om koumo B Aabopamopnu ycaoBus umaeuHupaxa 1
mbkku u 1 zkencku eksemnasp npe3 nepuoga 26-31.07.2006 2. Ilpu cnbu-
paHemo Ha OuoAo2uyHusi Mamepuaa B aapBHume 2aaepuu Ha I. tomentosum
atticum e namepeno Mbxkko umazo na Trichodes punctatus Fischer von
Waldheim (Cleridae, Coleoptera), koemo 6u mMo2r0 ga Obge xuwHuk 3a
uepamMOuuuga.

HopBoBugnama xBotina u obuknoBenusim kunapuc ca noBu xpanu-
meAHU pacmeHnust Ha I. fomentosum atticum B bBoacapus. Pa3zzaeganu ca
Bcuuku naxogku u Haxoguwa Ha Buga y nac. VM3kazano e npegnoaoXkenue,
ye uepaMbuuyugbm He € pAgbk u npu ueaenacoueHu npoyuBanus moxke ga
O0bge HamepeH u B gpyeu 10XkHu wacmu Ha cmpanama, kbgemo uma nacaxXk-
genust om kunapucoBoBu BugoBe - Vzmounume Pogonu u Yepnomopcko-
mo kpauOpexkue.

KawuoBu gymu: Icosium tomentosum atticum, Cerambycidae, noBu
Haxoguwia, pacmeHusi-cocmonpueMHuuy, Juniperus excelsa, Cupressus sem-
pemwvirens, Trichodes punctatus
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