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A new species of the genus Martyringa (Lepidoptera: Oecophoridae) 
from China

Новый вид рода Martyringa (Lepidoptera: Oecophoridae) из Китая

A.L. LVOVSKY

А.Л. ЛЬВОВСКИЙ

A.L. Lvovsky, Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, 1 Universitetskaya Emb., St. Petersburg, 
199034, Russia.

Martyringa hoenei, sp. nov. from North Yunnan is described. The new species is closely related 
to M. latipennis (Walsingham, 1882) differing by male genital structures.

Описан новый вид Martyringa hoenei, sp. nov. из Северного Юньнаня, наиболее близкий 
к M. latipennis (Walsingham, 1882), от которого отличается строением гениталий самца. 
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The genus Martyringa Busck, 1902 
(= Anchonoma Meyrick, 1910; = Santuz za 
Heinrich, 1920) until now included three 
species, distributed in Eastern and South-
Eastern Asia and North America. The fourth, 
a new species is described from Southern 
China, Yunnan Province. 

The representatives of the genus inhabit 
houses, storehouses or adjacent to them. The 
adult moths are on the wing from spring to 
autumn. They fly at dusk and at night. The 
larvae hibernate. They are very polypha-
gous on plant residues, seeds, and decay-
ing wood (Hodges, 1974, 1960; Saito, 1987; 
Lvovsky, 2006; Wang, 2006). One species, 
M. xeraula (Meyrick, 1910) (= Santuzza ku-
wanii Heinrich, 1920) is known as a pest of 
stored grain (Heinrich, 1920; Hinton, 1943; 
Varshalovich, 1978; Lvovsky, 1994).

The adult moths are usually very similar 
in the coloration and pattern of the wings, 
but have good differences in the genital 
structures (Heinrich, 1920; Hodges, 1974; 
Lvovsky, 1979, 1999). Good synapomor-
phies of the genus are the small curve of 
lower margin of the cell in the forewing 
and a group of long androconial scales in 

the pocket between VII and VIII sternites 
of male abdomen. It is interesting that new 
species is more closely related to the North 
American species M. latipennis than to the 
sympatric Chinese species.

Thus, three species of Martyringa are 
known for China: M. hoenei, M. ussuriella 
and M. xeraula.

The newly described species was collect-
ed by the German entomologist H. Höne in 
1934–1935. The holotype and 4 paratypes 
(all males) are deposited at the Alexan-
der Koenig Research Museum in Bonn 
(KRMB). Two paratype males are deposited 
at the Zoological Institute, Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences in St. Petersburg (ZIN).

Order LEPIDOPTERA

Family OECOPHORIDAE

Martyringa Busck, 1902 

Martyringa hoenei sp. n.
(Figs 1–3)

Holotype. Male; China, North Yunnan Prov-
ince, Li-kiang; 14 July 1934; leg. H. Höne; gen. 
prep. No. 28 (det. Lvovsky); KRMB.
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Paratypes. 6 males; the same locality as 
above; 3 males; 8 Aug. – 10 Sept. 1934; 2 
males, ZIN; 1 males KRMB; 3 males, 1–4 
August 1935; KRMB.

Description. Forewing length 8.5–
10.5 mm, wingspan 19–24 mm. Head and 
thorax light brown. Labial palpi recurved; 
second segment the same length as apical 

Figs 1–5. Martyringa, male. 1–3, Martyringa hoenei sp. nov.; 4, 5, M. latipennis. Male genitalia with-
out aedeagus and juxta (1, 4); aedeagus and juxta (2, 5); abdomen with androconial scales (3).
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one. Second segment with a mixture of white 
and brown scales; apical one dark brown with 
white apex. Forewing brown with small dark 
brown discal spot, another small dark spot in 
the middle of the cell and small dark stroke 
under it. Hindwing light grey. 

Male genitalia (Figs 1, 2). Uncus curv-
ed. Gnathos short, triangular in apical part. 
Valva broad with rounded apex and with 
short process at base near costa. Saccus 
bow-shaped and short. Juxta with two lat-
eral processes that are acute apically and 
fused with aedeagus. Aedeagus straight, 
without cornuti.

Diagnosis. The new species is closely re-
lated to the North American species M. lati-
pennis, differing by the short saccus and 
short aedeagus. In the new species the saccus 
is bow-shaped and the aedeagus is shorter 
than the valva, whereas in M. latipennis the 
saccus is longer and conic and aedeagus is 
not shorter than the valva (Figs 4, 5). Mar-
tyringa hoenei differs from the Asian species 
M. xeraula by the absence of small process 
on the distal end of saccus.

Etymology. The species is named after 
Hermann Höne, the collector of the holo-
type and paratypes, a German Consul in 
Shanghai and an entomologist. 
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