
Introduction

The subfamily Sticholotidinae since its advent 
(Weise 1887, Pope 1962) has been used to accommo-
date small or very small coccinellid beetles that share 
one character in common – the form of the terminal 
maxillary palpomere, which is not securiform but 
usually parallel-sided or strongly narrowing apically. 
In spite of the problems in defining the group based 
on this character (Gordon 1977, Miyatake 1994) it 
has been in constant use in all modern classifica-
tions of Coccinellidae, (e.g., Gordon 1985, Vandenberg 
2002) and is usually thought to be the most “primi-
tive” lineage of Coccinellidae (e.g., Sasaji 1971, Kovář 
1996). It is beyond the scope of this study to discuss 
the phylogeny of the Coccinellidae, the composition 
of Sticholotidinae or the relationships of the genera 
within Sticholotidini. The comprehensive revision of 
the world taxa of Sticholotidinae undertaken by the 
present author (Ślipiński, in preparation) will address 
these questions in depth. The preliminary results 
indicate the polyphyletic origin of the Sticholotidinae 
as currently understood but support monophylly 
of many tribes including the tribe Sticholotidini as 
defined by Gordon (1977) and Miyatake (1994).

The final composition of Sticholotidini and the 
taxonomic status of many genera are not fully resolved 

yet, with an obvious need to compare the Old World 
genera with the New World ones that have traditional-
ly been treated separately. It appears that many genera 
of Sticholotidini have been erected for highly derived 
members (mostly wingless or with reduced number of 
antennomeres or tarsomeres) of the large and diverse 
clade “Sticholotis” and would need to be synonymised 
with that genus. Such an action has been taken here for 
two Oriental genera because of its direct application 
and relevance to the Australian fauna, but the rest will 
be treated in the forthcoming paper.

This paper is the second of a series of papers taxo-
nomically revising the Australian Coccinellidae, start-
ed long time ago by Robert D. Pope with a generous 
support of the Australian Biological Resources Study 
(ABRS). Before his retirement R. Pope managed to 
publish only the first part of his research (Pope 1988) 
dealing with the subfamily Coccinellinae. The inten-
tion of the present author is to complete the task initi-
ated by Bob Pope and to bring this project to a final 
conclusion. The results of the project will also be avail-
able on the Internet as a series of interactive keys.

This paper is also a rare case where the right to 
name two of the new species (Ch. amy and S. culleni) 
was put up for bid at public charitable auctions in early 
2003 to help the victims of the devastating bushfires 
that hit Canberra in December 2002.
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