
Introduction
The tribe Serangiini was recognized as a coherent 

group by Chapin (1940) who for the first time cor-
rectly grouped together the Old World genus Serangium 
Blackburn, classified in Sticholotidini (Korschefsky 1931) 
and the New World genus Delphastus Casey (1899) from 
the Oeneini (= Cryptognathini). Chapin (1940) pointed 
out that Oeneini was an invalid name based on a junior 
homonym but he did not propose a family group name for 
the recognized grouping feeling it was a premature action 
pending a better “knowledge of the small Coccinellidae”. 
The name Serangiini was introduced by Blackwelder 
(1945) in his checklist and was validated by Pope (1962) 
who diagnosed it from Pharini (Pakaluk et al. 1994). 

The Serangiini forms a well-defined and probably 
monophyletic group of coccinellid beetles currently 
classified in the subfamily Sticholotidinae (Sasaji 1971, 

Gordon 1977, 1985, 1994, Kovář 1996, Poorani 2002, 
Vandenberg 2002). All members of the tribe share a ven-
trally prominent prosternal lobe covering the mouthparts 
from below, a triangular and posteriorly rounded proster-
nal process broadly separating the procoxae and an elon-
gate 1-segmented antennal club. The strongly flattened 
femora covering tibiae and tarsi, tightly fitting into cavi-
ties on the thoracic and abdominal ventrites and elytral 
epipleura are also diagnostic but similarly developed legs 
occur in several unrelated tribes. Within Sticholotidinae 
Serangiini may be closely related to Sukunahikonini 
and Microweiseini sharing the distinctly asymmetrical 
tegmen of the male genitalia with reduced parameres and 
a sclerotised, bulbous spermatheca. 

Chapin (1940), following a paper by Grandi (1914), was 
the first author who studied the members of Serangiini in 
detail discovering and illustrating the variation in the 
number of antennal segments and tarsomeres in these 
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