
INTRODUCTION

Chilocorini is a moderately large, cosmopolitan
group of ladybirds that is characterized by a distinctly
hemispherical body, expanded clypeus and short ap-
pendages received in various fossae on the ventral side
while in repose. Most of Chilocorini are coccid feeders
but some feed on aphids and other sapsuckers (Hemi-
ptera). This is an economically important group as ma-
ny species have been used as biological control agents

against many scales and aphids around the world
(Drea and Gordon 1990, Ponsonby and Copland 1997). 

Chilocorini is currently classified in the subfamily
Chilocorinae (Sasaji, 1968) along with Platynaspidini
and Telsimini, groups that share short antennae and 
a distinctly expanded clypeus, and comprises about 20
genera and 250 species (Korschefsky 1932, Chapin
1965, Kovář 1995). The constitution of the subfamily
and the classification of Chilocorini on a generic level
are highly questionable. Ongoing research by Giorgi
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Abstract.— The Australian members of the coccinellid tribe Chilocorini are revised, keyed
and illustrated. Chilocorini in Australia consists of 23 species classified in 6 genera:
Brumoides, Chilocorus, Exochomus, Halmus, Orcus and Trichorcus. Five new species
are described: Brumoides piae, Chilocorus maculatus, Chilocorus micrus, Halmus
hilli and Halmus viridis. The following new synonyms are proposed: Chilocorus
malasiae Crotch, 1874 (= Chilocorus australasiae Gadeau de Kerville, 1884; 
= Chilocorus baileyi Blackburn, 1890; = Chilocorus flavidus Blackburn, 1892b; 
= Chilocorus diadema Weise, 1898; = Chilocorus meijerei Weise, 1913; = Chilocorus
nasicornis Korschefsky, 1944); Orcus coelestris Blackburn, 1891 (= Orcus ovalis
Blackburn, 1892b; = Orcus splendens Blackburn, 1892b; = Orcus clypeatus Weise,
1923); Orcus citri Lea, 1902 (= Orcus coxalis Weise, 1917); Orcus cyanocephalus
Mulsant, 1850 (= Orcus lecanii Blackburn, 1895; = Orcus purpureocinctus Lea, 1902);
Orcus punctulatus Blackburn, 1892b (= O. beneficus Weise, 1913). Parapriasus
Chapin, 1965 is also considered as a synonym of Orcus Mulsant, 1850. Lectotypes are
designated for: Chilocorus australasiae Gadeau de Kerville, 1884; Ch. baileyi
Blackburn, 1890; Ch. flavidus Blackburn, 1892b; Halmus cupripennis Weise, 1923;
Orcus beneficus Weise, 1913; Orcus coelestris Blackburn, 1891; Orcus citri Lea, 1902;
Orcus clypeatus Weise, 1923; Orcus coxalis Weise, 1917; Orcus evelynensis Weise,
1923; Orcus lecanii Blackburn, 1895; Orcus ovalis Blackburn, 1892b; Orcus punctu-
latus Blackburn, 1892b, Orcus purpureotinctus Lea, 1902; Orcus quadrimaculatus
Gadeau de Kerville, 1884 and Orcus splendens Blackburn, 1892b.
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