
INTRODUCTION

The enigmatic and little known genus Bucolus was
firstly described by Mulsant (1850) from Australia and
because of its hairy dorsum, non expanded clypeus and
non striate elytra put into a very vaguely defined sub-
family Scymninae (Scymniens) and group (branche)
Scymniaires close to Scymnus Kugelann. This place-
ment was questioned by Crotch (1874) who transferred
it into a greatly expanded subfamily Chilocorinae that
in addition to traditional Chilocorini and Exochomini,
included many heterogeneous taxa with epipleural
foveae and/or the prosternum produced anteriorly and
covering the mentum. In this scheme Bucolus was
classified closely to Cryptolaemus Mulsant, Coleo-
pterus Mulsant and Palaeoneis Crotch. Chapuis
(1876) presented yet another concept erecting a group
Bucolites (subsequently never Latinized) for Bucolus,
Azya Mulsant, Exoplectra Chevrolat and Crypto-
gonus Mulsant (including Aspidimerus Mulsant).

This system has never been accepted and Korschefsky
(1931) in his world catalogue accepted most of the clas-
sification of Mulsant (1850) returning Bucolus to
Scymnini. 

There have been few attempts to improve the clas-
sification of pubescent Coccinellidae (Trichosomes)
and only on a local geographic scale and irrelevant 
to Australian Bucolus. Kovář (1996) has presented 
single world-wide concept of classification of Cocci-
nellidae and considered Bucolus to be a derived mem-
ber of Coccidulini because of its plesiomorphic an-
tennal type. He also mentioned a possibility that the
New World Azyini may be expanded to include 
Bucolus. The Azyini connection has been further 
elaborated by Vandenberg (2002) who concluded that
Bucolus and Azya are not clearly separated on the
generic level and may be synonymised. The lack of 
a phylogenetically based classification of Coccinel-
lidae is clear and before we arrive at such a state, we
have to tentatively accept a suggestion of Ślipiński
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