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Abstract

For the kingdom Animalia, 1,552,319 species have been described in 40 phyla in a new evolutionary classification. Among 
these, the phylum Arthropoda alone represents 1,242,040 species, or about 80% of the total. The most successful group, the 
Insecta (1,020,007 species), accounts for about 66% of all animals.  The most successful insect order, Coleoptera (387,100 spe-
cies), represents about 38% of all species in 39 insect orders. Another major group in Arthropoda is the class Arachnida 
(112,201 species), which is dominated by the mites and ticks (Acari 54,617 species) and spiders (43,579 species). Other highly 
diverse arthropod groups include Crustacea (66,914 species), Trilobitomorpha (19,606 species) and Myriapoda (11,885 spe-
cies). The phylum Mollusca (117,358 species) is more diverse than other successful invertebrate phyla  Platyhelminthes 
(29,285 species), Nematoda (24,783 species), Echinodermata (20,509 species), Annelida (17,210 species) and Bryozoa (10,941 
species). The phylum Craniata, including the vertebrates, represents 64,832 species (for Recent taxa, except for amphibians): 
among these 7,694 described species of amphibians, 31,958 species of “fish” and 5,750  species of mammals.

Introduction

Discovering and describing how many species inhabit the Earth remains a fundamental quest of biology, even 
when we are entering the “phylogenomic age” in the history of taxonomy.  With so many important issues facing 
us—invasive species, climate change, habitat destruction and loss of biodiversity in particular, the need for author-
itative taxonomic information is higher than ever. Zootaxa has been a major force in describing world’s biodiver-
sity in the last 10 years (Zhang 2011a). Most of the papers published in Zootaxa are descriptions of new taxa and 
taxonomic revisions interesting mainly to specialists. However, to reach a broader readership, we present, in this 
special volume, basic taxonomic data (classifications and diversity estimates) that are very important to the any 
user of biodiversity information.  Extensions of results of taxonomic research to users, not only other taxonomists, 
but also all others, are important to achieve a greater impact for taxonomy.

The idea of this special volume was conceived in 2010—The International Year of Biodiversity.  This vol-
ume is intended to be a collaborative effort by hundreds of taxonomists, each contributing a section on his/her 
group to the overall outline of the current, most-accepted taxonomy of the animal kingdom. The bulk of the 
volume will be a series of linear sequences of higher taxa (living and fossil, the latter to be indicated by a dag-
ger (†)) from kingdom to family in a Linnaean hierarchy, using valid names following the International Code 
of Zoological Nomenclature. For each family, the best estimate of the number of described genera and species 
in the world is provided by specialists of the group. We want to present two types of important taxonomic 
information—how many species have been described and how they are classified—to the users of biodiver-
sity information in an easily accessible volume, which is published for open access without cost to contribu-
tors.
Published: 23 Dec. 2011  7



Results

General account
Over 100 taxonomists contributed 43 outlines, some for phyla, some for classes and some for orders (see the 

outline below for notes and references to various outlines in this volume). About a quarter of the phyla were cov-
ered, with many gaps to be filled by specialists in future editions. During preparation of the volume, it quickly 
became evident that for many groups, there are different classifications for fossil and Recent taxa, and there is little 
dialogue among taxonomists working on Recent species and those on fossil. A good example is the outline on 
Porifera by Hooper et al. (2011), who tried to bring these together. The diversity estimates for many groups are 
deficient in fossil counts, and the total is therefore underestimated. We invite taxonomists working on both Recent 
and fossil taxa to joint effects in providing a more complete outline of animal classification in future editions.

For the kingdom Animalia, 1,552,319 species have been described in 40 phyla (see the list below). Among 
these, the phylum Arthropoda alone represents 1,242,040 species, or about 80% of the total. The most successful 
group, the Insecta (1,020,007 species), accounts for about 66% of all animals, or 82% of arthropods.  The most suc-
cessful insect order, Coleoptera (387,100 species), represents about 38% of all species in 39 insect orders.  Another 
major group in Arthropoda is the class Arachnida (112,201 species), which is dominated by the mites and ticks 
(Acari 54,617 species) and spiders (43,579 species). Other highly diverse arthropod groups include Crustacea 
(66,914 species), Trilobitomorpha (19,606 species) and Myriapoda (11,885 species).

The phylum Mollusca (117,358 species) leads, by a significant margin, among other invertebrate phyla in 
diversity. Significant groups include: Platyhelminthes (29,285 species), Nematoda (24,783 species), Echinoder-
mata (20,509 species), Annelida (17,210 species) and Bryozoa (10,941 species).

The phylum Craniata, including the vertebrates, represents 64,832 species (for Recent taxa, except for amphib-
ians). Blackburn & Wake (2011; this volume) presented a new consensus classification for amphibians, with an 
estimate of 7,694 described species.  Eschmeyer  & Fong (2011) summarised data from the “Catalog of Fish” 
(31,958 species). Wilson & Reeder (2011, this volume) updated their list of 5,750  species of Mammalia.

  
An evo-Linnaean classification of animal phyla

There are different schemes of presenting a classification or translating a phylogeny into a classification. With-
out any phylogenetic information, the simplest way is to list all phyla by alphabetical order.  The Catalogue of 

Life1, for example, lists animal phyla alphabetically, with complete loss of phylogenetic information. Traditionally, 
taxonomists also list taxa of equal rank using a self-chosen sequence (if not alphabetical), with basal taxa listed 
first and most derived one at the end. With explicit phylogentic information available, Hennig  (1965) showed that 
a linear sequence using a combined successive alphabet/number prefix can fully represent phylogentic relation-
ships. A cladogram can be presented in a hierarchy with inclusions of less includive members into sets of more 
inclusive taxa, which are given higher ranks (e.g., Hennig 1966: fig. 18 and also Dubois 2006: fig. 3). Wiley (1979) 
proposed an annotated Linnaean hierarchy, with comments on natural taxa and competing systems, and this is 
applied, for example, to the list of Diptera in a hierarchical sequence (Pape et al. 2011, this volume), with taxa 
arranged more or less in phylogenetic sequence from the primitive (oldest) to the most advanced (youngest) taxa, 
and some clades not ranked.  I, however, found the latter not the best way, in terms of both nomenclatural aspects 
and also the level of details in providing phylogentic information at the level of terminal taxa.

The phylogeny of the animal phyla is in a flux (Edgecombe et al. 2011), with five competing hypotheses 
among five major basal taxa: Ctenophora, Porifera, Placozoa, Cnidaria and Bilateria. Thus any nomenclature and 
classifications at the levels of subkingdom to superphylum will be unstable due to the problems at the most basal 
positions. Supporters of the PhyloCode (De Queiroz & Gauthier, 1992) tend to name all heirarchical nodes of a tree 
and the shortage of Linnaean ranks to deal with this is one reason for the rankless systems of nomenclature and 
their uses in classification.  However, not all nodes of such trees need to be named (Dubois 2006, 2007), and 
nomenclatural ranks can be used consistently to express the positions of taxonomic categories in a hierarchical 
classification. Herein, I used a new method to present the “evo-Linnaean” classification of animal phyla: (1) The 
essence of this system is to use commonly used Linnaean ranks as much as possible and combine each of these 
ranks with a successive numbering system2. This system can easily cope with all levels in a phylogenetic tree. 

1. Catalogue of Life: 5th December 2011 http://www.catalogueoflife.org/ (accessed on 18 Dec. 2011)
ZHANG8  ·   Zootaxa 3148  © 2011 Magnolia Press
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Dubois (2006) proposed a detailed standard nomenclatural hierarchy which altogether allows for 209 potential 
ranks by using additional prefix beyond what is commonly used (e.g. super, sub and infra-). However, between two 
major ranks (e.g. Kingdom and Phylum), the number of ranks is limited and not sufficient to express all possible 
levels of relationships among phyla. (2) I refer to this as the “evo-Linnaean” classification to indicate that this 
classification aims at reflecting evolutionary relationship as much as possible to set it apart from the traditional 
Linnaean classification, which has a typological connotation. Taxa should be arranged from basal-most to the most 
derived group following the relationship in a chosen hypothesis or reference tree. (3) New names for hypothesised 
taxa that lack consistent support are minimised. (4) To follow, as much as possible, the Codes of nomenclature. 
Although, names of taxa above the family-group are not fully regulated in the ICZN, it is a good practice to use 
existing names for the same taxa (Dubois 2006). This system is also applied to an evo-Linnaean classification of 
Arthropoda (Zhang, 2011b, this volume).

Kingdom Animalia Linnaeus, 1758 (1,552,319 species; of which †24,659)3

Phylum 1 Ctenophora Eschscholtz, 1829 (242 species)4

Phylum 2.1 Porifera Grant, 1826 (8,346 species)5

Phylum 2.2 1 Placozoa Grell, 1971 (1 species)

Phylum 2.2.2.1 Cnidaria Hatschek, 1888 (10,105 species)6

Phylum 2.2.2.2 Myxozoa Grassé, 1970 (2,402 species7) 8  

Phylum 2.2.2.3.1.1 Xenoturbellida Westblad, 1949 (2 species)9

Phylum 2.2.2.3.1.2 Acoelomorpha Ehlers, 1985 (393 species) 

Phylum 2.2.2.3.2.1 Orthonectida Giard, 1877 (43 species)10

Phylum 2.2.2.3.2.2 Rhombozoa van Beneden, 1876 (123 species)11

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.1.1.1 Cephalochordata Owen, 1846 (33 species)12

2. The International standard ISO 2145, which defines a typographic convention for the "numbering of divisions and subdivisions 
in written documents". It applies to any kind of document, including manuscripts, books, journal articles, and standards. It is 
commonly used in Table of Contents of books to express hierarchical structure. For example, Rasnitsyn  & Quicke (2002) used 
the numbering system in the table of contents (pages vii–viii) to express the phylogenetic tree of Insecta (page 2).

3. This evo-Linnaean classification of animal phyla general follows consensus phylogenetic relationships summarised in 
Edgecombe et al. (2011). The poorly known extinct phylum †Trilobozoa is of uncertain placement. Only Recent species were 
counted for many insect orders and all of Myriapoda; most vertebrates and many invertebrate phyla; so the total number of 
species should be considered incomplete, as diversity of fossil taxa is underestimated.

4. Ctenophora was placed as sister group to the remaining animals (Porifera (Placozoa (Cnidaria, Bilateria))) in phylogenomic 
analyses by Dunn et al. (2008) and Hejnol et al. (2009). Diversity estimate based on WoRMS (2011). Ctenophora. In: Nicolas 
Bailly (2011). FishBase. Accessed through: World Register of Marine Species at http://www.marinespecies.org/
aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=1248 on 2011-12-18.

5. Hooper et al. (2011, this volume), but number of fossil species unknown, although an attempt was able to integrate the 
classification of Recent and fossil Porifera.

6. Daly et al. (2007) included 5 classes: (1) Anthozoa with an estimate of 7,500 extant species, now updated by Crowther (2011, 
this volume) to 6,142 species; (2) Cubozoa 36 species, here updated to 42 species; (3) Hydrozoa 3500 species, updated to 3,643 
species; (4) Scyphozoa 216 species, updated by 228 species (all updates by Zhang based on Zoological Record for new species 
since 2008); (5) Staurozoa 50 species.

7. Based on Lom  & Dykova (2006), with updates of new species described from 2006 using Zoological Record.
8. Zrzavy et al. (1998) placed it within Cnidaria based on morphological and 18S ribosomal DNA evidence, recently, Evans et al. 

(2010), using phylogenomic and ribosomal data sets, showed existence of two relatively stable placements for myxozoans: 
within Cnidaria or the alternative hypothesis at the base of Bilateria. Cnidarian taxonomists currently do not consider myxozoans 
as cnidarians (Daly et al. 2007).

9. See Tyler & Schilling (2011, this volume), who treat this phylum as a subphylum of Xenacoelomorpha, following Philippe et al.
(2011), who proposed the name Xenacoelomorpha for Xenoturbellida + Acoelomorpha.

10. Edgecombe et al. (2011) recognised two subgroups of Mesozoa, Orthonectida and Rhombozoa, as phyla but did not include 
them in the phylogentic tree. The placement of Mesozoa here follows Noordijk et al. (2010). Diversity estimates based on 
Furuya, H & van der Land, J. (2011). Orthonectida. Accessed through: World Register of Marine Species at http://
www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=14220 on 2011-12-17.

11. Diversity estimates based on WoRMS (2011) Rhombozoa. Accessed through: World Register of Marine Species at http://
www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=14219 on 2011-12-17.

12. Based Chapman (2009).
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Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.1.1.2.1 Tunicata Lamarck, 1816 (2,792 species) 13

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.1.1.2.2 Craniata Linnaeus, 1758 (64,832 species)14

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.1.2 1 Echinodermata (20,509 species; of which †13,000)15

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.1.2.2 Hemichordata Bateson, 1885 (120 species)16

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.1 Chaetognatha Leuckart 1854 (186 species; of which †7)17

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.2.1.1 Nematoda Cobb, 1932 (24,783 species, of which †10)18

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.2.1.2 Nematomorpha Vejdovsky, 1886 (351 species)19

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.2.2 Tardigrada Doyère, 1840 (1,157 species)20

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.2.3.1 Onychophora Grube, 1853 (182 species, †3)21

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.2.3.2 Arthropoda von Siebold, 1848 (1,242,040 species; †6,182)22

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.2.4.1 Priapulida Théel, 1906 (19 species)23

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.2.4.2 Loricifera Kristensen, 1983 (30 species)24

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.2.4.3 Kinorhyncha Reinhard, 1881 (179 species)25

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.1.1 Bryozoa Ehrenberg, 1831 (10,941 species; of which †5,455)26

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.1.2.1 Entoprocta Nitsche 1869 (169 species)27

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.1.2.2 Cycliophora Funch & Kristensen, 1995 (2 species)28

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.2.1.1 Annelida Lamarck, 1809 (17,210 species)29

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.2.1.2 Spincula Rafinesque, 1814 (1,507 species)30

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.2.1.3 Echiura Newby, 1940  (236 species)31

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.2.2 Mollusca Linnaeus, 1758 (117,358 species)32

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.2.3 Nemertea Schultze, 1851 (1,200 species)33

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.2.4.1 Brachiopoda Duméril, 1806 (443 species)34

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.2.4.2 Phoronida Hatschek, 1888 (10 species)35

13. Also as Urochordata. Diversity estimates based on Chapman (2009) with updates.
14. Total for Recent taxa, except for amphibians; (1) 31,958 “fish” species (Eschmeyer & Fong, 2011, this volume); (2) 7,694 

species of Amphibia (Blackburn & Wake , 2011; this volume); (3) 5,750 of species of Mammalia (Wilson & Reeder 2011, this 
volume); (4) 9,990 species of birds (Chapman 2009); (5) 9,413 species of reptiles based on http://www.reptile-database.org/db-
info/SpeciesStat.html  (1 August update); it should be noted that this database listed 327 species of Testudines, whereas only 317 
species of Testudines in Fritz (2011, this volume).

15. Updated from Pawson (2001), who estimated 7,000 living and 13,000 fossil species.
16. Based on Chapman (2009) with updates.
17. Based on Noordijk et al. (2010) with updates of 2010 and 2011 new names in Zoological Record.
18. See Hodda (2011, this volume).
19. Based on Poinar (2007) with updates.
20. Guidetti & Bertolani  (2011, this volume): Heterotardigrada 444 species, Eutardigrada 712 species, Mesotardigrada 1 species.
21. See Mayer & Oliveira (2011, this volume).
22. See Zhang (2011b, this volume).
23. After Neuhaus, B. (2011). Priapulida. Accessed through: World Register of Marine Species at http://www.marinespecies.org/

aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=101063 on 2011-12-17.
24. Based on Chapman (2009) & Gad (2009a,b).
25. Based on Neuhaus et al. (2011).
26. Phil Bock (personal communication, 17 Aug. 2011).
27. Also as Kamptozoa; diversity estimates based on WoRMS (2011) Entoprocta. Accessed through: World Register of Marine 

Species at http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=1271 on 2011-12-09.
28. Based on Funch & Kristensen (1995), Obst et al. (2006).
29. Based on Chapman (2009) with updates of 2009–2011 new names in Zoological Record.
30. There are recent evidence that this phylum, along with, Echiura and Siboglinidae, is part of Annelida (Struck et al. 2011). 

Diversity estimate based on WoRMS (2011). Sipuncula. In: Saiz, J. (2011) World Sipuncula database. Accessed through: World 
Register of Marine Species at http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=1268 on 2011-12-17.

31. Diversity estimates based on WoRMS (2011). Echiura. Accessed through: World Register of Marine Species at http://
www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=1269 on 2011-12-17.

32. Based on Noordijk et al. (2010) with updates of 2010 and 2011 new names in Zoological Record.
33. Based on Chapman (2009).
34. Based on WoRMS (2011). Brachiopoda. In: Emig, C.C. (Ed) (2011). World Brachiopoda database. Accessed through: World 

Register of Marine Species at http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=1803 on 2011-12-18.
35. See Emig (2011, this volume).
ZHANG10  ·   Zootaxa 3148  © 2011 Magnolia Press



Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.3.1 Gastrotricha Metschnikoff, 1864 (790 species)36

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.3.2 Platyhelminthes Gegenbaur, 1859 (29,285 species)37

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.3.3.1 Gnathostomulida Riedl, 1969 (109 species)38

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.3.3.2 Micrognathozoa Kristensen & Funch, 2000 (1 species)39

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.3.3.3.1 Rotifera Cuvier, 1817 (1,583 species)40

Phylum 2.2.2.3.3.2.3.3.3.3.2 Acanthocephala Koelreuther, 1771 (1,194 species, of which †2)41
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Phylum Arthropoda von Siebold, 18481 (1,242,040 species, of which †27,745)2

Subphylum 1 †Trilobitomorpha Størmer, 1944 (19,606 species)3

Subphylum 2 Chelicerata Heymons, 1901 (113,894 species, of which 1,957)4

Class 1 Pycnogonida Latreille, 1810 (1330 species, of which †8 species)5

Class 2 †Aglaspidida Walcott, 1911 (†11 species)6

Class 3.1 †Xiphosura Latreille, 1802 (†98 species)7

Class 3.2.1 †Eurypterida Burmeister, 1843 (†246 species)8

Class 3.2.2 †Chasmataspidida Caster & Brooks, 1956 (†8 species)9

Class 3.3 Arachnida Cuvier, 1812 (112,201, of which †1,586)10

Order 1.1 Opiliones Sundevall, 1833 (6,519 species, of which †35 species)11

Order 1.2 Scorpiones C.L. Koch, 1851 (2,068 species, of which †121 species)12

Order 2.1 Solifugae Sundevall, 1833 (1,116 species, of which †3 species)13

Order 2.2 Pseudoscorpiones de Geer, 1778 (3,494 species, of which †40 species)14

Order 3 Palpigradi Thorell, 1888 (83 species, of which †1 species)15

Order 4 †Phalangiotarbida Haase, 1890 (†31 species )16

Order 5 Ricinulei Thorell, 1876 (73 species, of which †15 species)17

Order 6.1 Opilioacarida Zakhvatkin, 1952 (37 species, of which †2 species)18

Order 6.2 Holothyrida Thon, 1905 (27 species)
Order 6.3 Ixodida Leach, 1815 (896 species, of which †5 species) 19

Order 6.4 Mesostigmata G. Canestrini, 1891 (11,424 species)
Order 7.1 Trombidiformes Reuter, 1909 (25,821 species, of which †24 species)20

Order 7.2 Scarcoptiformes Reuter, 1909 (16,412 species, of which †113 species)21

Order 8.1 †Trigonotarbida Petrunkevitch, 1949 (†65 species)22

Order 8.2.1.1 †Uraraneida Selden & Shear in Selden et al., 2008 (†2 species)23

Order 8.2.1.2 Araneae Clerck, 1757 (43,579 species, of which †1,106 species)24

Order 8.2.2.1 †Haptopoda Pocock, 1911 (†1 species)25

1. BY Zhi-Qiang Zhang (for full auhor addresses,  see Auhor name and address after References). The title of this contribution should be cited as 
“Phylum Arthropoda von Siebold, 1848 In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.)  Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification and survey of 
taxonomic richness”.   This classification at the subphylum level generally reflects the high level relationship summarized by Giribet & 
Edgecombe (2012: Fig. 5), with modification and updates as indicated (see notes on Crustacea).

Fossil Marellomorpha not included in the phylogentic relationships focused on Recent taxa in Giribet & Edgecombe (2012).  Grimaldi & 
Engel (2005) listed three genera.

2. Only Recent species were counted for many insect orders and all of Myriapoda; so the total number of species should be considered incomplete, 
as diversity of fossil taxa is underestimated.

3. See Adrain (2011, this volume).
4. There are broad consensus of high level relationship within Chelicerata  (Dunlop 2010; Giribet & Edgecombe 2011); this classification at the 

class level generally reflects the high level relationship summarized by Giribet & Edgecombe (2011: Fig. 5), with modification and updates as 
indicated.

Grimaldi & Engel (2005) listed three poorly kown arthropod  taxa taxa (†Sidneyiida, †Emeraldellida Størmer, 1944 and  †Sanctacarida); 
their placement is uncertain in the current system (e.g. Dunlop 2010; Giribet & Edgecombe 2012).

5. See Bamber (2011, this volume).
6. Data from J. Ortega-Hernandez (personal communication, 15 Dec. 2011).
7. Fossil horseshoe crabs; based on Dunlop et al. (2011).
8. Fossil sea scorpions; based on Dunlop et al. (2011).
9. Based on Dunlop et al. (2011).
10. Arachnid classification reflects mostly the phylogenetic hypothesis by Shultz (2007), but his Acaromorpha is now disputed (see Dunlop 2010).
11. See Kury (2011, this volume).
12. See Prendini (2011a, this volume).
13. See Prendini (2011b, this volume).
14. See Harvey (2011, this volume).
15. See Prendini (2011c, this volume).
16. Based on Dunlop et al. (2011).
17. See Prendini (2011d, this volume).
18. See Beaulieu et al. (2011, this volume), with a list of families and diversity estimates for each family within the mite superorder Parasitiformes, 

including Opilioacarida, Holothyrida, Ixodida and Mesostigmata.
19. Based on Guglielmone et al. (2010).
20. See Zhang et al. (2011, this volume). The second mite superorder, Acariformes, consists of Trombidiformes and Sarcoptiformes.
21. This order includes two suborders: Oribatida and Endeostigmata.  Accoding to Schatz et al. (2011, this volume), Recent Oribatida (including 

Astigmata) currently include 249 families, 2399 genera and 16197 species; exclusively fossil taxa include 2 families, 20 genera and 108 species; 
Walter et al. (2011, this volume) estimated 10 families, 27 genera, 108 species  for Endeostigmata, of which 3 genera and 5 species are based on 
fossil.

22. Based on Dunlop et al. (2011).
23. Selden et al. (2008).
24. See Dunlop & Penney (2011, this volume).
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Order 8.2.2.2.1 Amblypygi Thorell, 1883 (170 species, of which †9 species)26

Order 8.2.2.2.2.1 Thelyphonida Latreille, 1804 (119 species, of which †9 species)27

Order 8.2.2.2.2.2 Schizomida Petrunkevitch, 1945 (264 species, of which †4 species)28

Subphylum 2.1 Myriapoda Latreille, 1802 (11,885 species)29

Class 1 Chilopoda Latreille, 1817 (3,100 species)30

Class 2.1 Symphyla Ryder, 1880 (197 species)31

Class 2.2.1 Pauropoda Lubbock, 1868 (835 species)
Class 2.2.2 Diplopoda de Blainville in Gervais, 1844 (7,753 species)

Subphylum 2.2.1 Crustacea Brünnich, 1772 (66,914 species)32

Subphylum 2.2.2 Hexapoda Latreille, 1825 (1,029,741 species, of which †6,182 species )33

Class 1.1 Collembola Lubbock, 1870 (8,130 species)34

Class 1.2.1 Protura Silvestri, 1907 (804 species)35

Class 1.2.2 Diplura Börner, 1904 (800 species)36

Class 2 Insecta Linnaeus, 1758 (1,020,007 species, of which †6,182 species)37

Order 1 Archaeognatha (513 species)38

Order 2.1 Zygentoma Börner, 1904 (561 species, of which †1 species)39

Order 2.2.1.1 Ephemeroptera Hyatt & Arms, 1890 (3,240 species)40

Order 2.2.1.2.1.1 †Geroptera Brodsky, 1994 (†2 species)41

Order 2.2.1.2.1.2.1 †Protodonata (†42 species)42

Order 2.2.1.2.1.2.2 Odonata Fabricius, 1792 (5,899 species)43

Order 2.2.1.2.2.1.1 †Palaeodictyoptera Goldenberg, 1877 (†115 species)44

Order 2.2.1.2.2.2.2.1 Mischopterida Handlirsch, 1906 (†100 species)45

Order 2.2.1.2.2.2.2.2 †Diaphanopterodea Handlirsch, 1906 (†50 species)46

Order 2.2.2.1 †Paoliida Handlirsch, 1906 (†12 species)47

Order 2.2.2.2.1 †Caloneurodea Martynov, 1938 (†14 species)48

Order 2.2.2.2.2 †Titanoptera Sharov, 1968 (†15 species)49

25. Based on Dunlop et al. (2011).
26. See Prendini (2011e, this volume).
27. See Prendini (2011f, this volume).
28. See Prendini (2011g, this volume).
29. Recent species only; many fossil species were described but were not included in this edition due to lack of time, so the total number of species 

should be considered incomplete.
30. See Shear (2011, this volume).
31. See Minelli (2011, this volume), which also covers Pauropoda and Diplopoda.
32. See Ahyong et al. (2011, this volume), which provided a classification of all families and an estimate of 1,003 families, 9,522 genera and 66,914 

species for Recent Crustacea.  Crustacea is paraphyletic according to Giribet & Edgecombe (2011). Here traditional consensus classification 
presented in Ahyong et al. (2011) is followed.

33. Classification reflects consensus phylogenetic relationship in Trautwein et al. (2012); inclusion of fossil orders follows Grimaldi & Engel 
(2005).  

34. See Janssens & Christiansen (2011, this volume).
35. Based on Szeptycki  (2007), and updated using Zoological Records from 2007.
36. This number is cited by Chapman (2009) and also Tree of Life Web Project. 1995. Diplura. Version 01 January 1995 (temporary). http://

tolweb.org/Diplura/8204/1995.01.01 in The Tree of Life Web Project,  http://tolweb.org/ .
37. Diversity estimates for fossil insects are not available for many orders and thus total diversity is underestimated.
38. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008.
39. Alternative name Thysanura; estimates based Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008. Fossil taxa are 

represented in at least 1 family (Data from Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011  using “Taxon Count” search)—note that these data 
may be incomplete.

40. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008; Foottit & Adler listed 3,046 species.
41. Fossil taxa are represented in 2 genera and 1 family (Data from Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011  using “Taxon Count” search)—

note that these data may be  incomplete; Grimaldi & Engel (2005) mentioned “a few species” for this order.
42. Fossil taxa are represented in 27 genera and 5 families (Data from Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011  using “Taxon Count” 

search)—note that these data are incomplete.  Zoological Record lists a total of 48 species/subspecies names.
43. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008; Foottit & Adler listed 5,680 species; Trueman (2007) 

mentioned “around 6,000 species” for Odonata.
44. Fossil taxa are represented in at least 82 genera and 25 families (Data from Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011  using “Taxon Count” 

search)—note that these data are incomplete.
45. Concept and estimates follow Rasnitsyn & Quicke (2002); this order includes two orders listed in Grimaldi & Engel (2005): †Dipliptera 

(=Archodonata Martynov, 1932) and †Megasecoptera Brongniart, 1885.
46. Based on Rasnitsyn & Quicke (2002).
47. Based on Prokop & Nel (2007).
48. Fossil taxa are represented in at least 11 genera and 7 families (Data from Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011  using “Taxon Count” 

search)—note that these data are incomplete;  a total of 25 genera 9 families in David Eades. Polyneoptera Species File Online. Version 1.0/4.0. 
[retrieval date]. http://Polyneoptera.SpeciesFile.org, but Eades did not provide species for some genera.
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Order 2.2.2.2.3 Orthoptera Olivier, 1789 (24,276 species, of which †421 species)50

Order 2.2.2.3.1 Phasmida Leach, 1815 (3,029 species, of which †15 species)51

Order 2.2.2.3.2 Embioptera Lameere, 1900 (464 species52, of which †1 species)
Order 2.2.2.4.1 Grylloblattodea Brues & Melander, 1932 (34 species)53

Order 2.2.2.4.2 Mantophasmatodea Zompro, Klass, Kristensen & Adis, 2002 (21 species, of which †6 
species)54

Order 2.2.2.5.1 Plecoptera Latreille 1802 (3,788 species55, of which †45 species56)
Order 2.2.2.5.2 Dermaptera deGeer, 1773 (1,978 species)57

Order 2.2.2.6.1 Zoraptera Silvestri, 1913 (37 species)58

Order 2.2.2.6.2.1 Mantodea Burmeister 1838 (2,400 species)59

Order 2.2.2.6.2.2 Blattodea Brunner, 1882 (7,314 species)60

Order 2.2.3.1 †Miomoptera Martynov 1927 (†47 species)61

Order 2.2.3.2.1 Psocoptera Shipley, 1904 (5,720 species)62

Order 2.2.3.2.2 Phthiraptera Haeckel, 1896 (5,102 species)63

Order 2.2.3.3.1 Thysanoptera Haliday, 1836 (6,019 species, of which †155 species)64

Order 2.2.3.3.2 Hemiptera Linnaeus 1758 (103,590)65

Order 2.2.4 †Glosselytrodea Martynov 1938 (†30 species)66

Order 2.2.5.1 Hymenoptera Linnaeus 175867 (116,861 species)68

Order 2.2.5.2.1.1.1 Strepsiptera Kirby 1813 (609 species)69

Order 2.2.5.2.1.1.2 Coleoptera Linnaeus, 1758 (387,100 species, of which †600 species)70

Order 2.2.5.2.1.2.1 Neuroptera Linnaeus, 1758 (5,868 species)71

Order 2.2.5.2.1.2.2.1 Megaloptera Latreille, 1802 (354 species)72

Order 2.2.5.2.1.2.2.2 Raphidioptera Navás, 1916 (254 species)73

Order 2.2.5.2.2.1.1 Trichoptera Kirby, 1813 (14,999 species, of which †608 species)74

Order 2.2.5.2.2.1.2 Lepidoptera Linnaeus, 1758 (157,424 species, of which †86 species)75

Order 2.2.5.2.2.2.1 Diptera Linnaeus, 1758 (159,294 species, of which †3,817 species)76

Order 2.2.5.2.2.2.2.1 Siphonaptera Latreille, 1825 (2,075 species)77

Order 2.2.5.2.2.2.2.2 Mecoptera Packard, 1886 (757 species)78

49. Based on Shcherbakov (2011).
50. See Ingrisch (2011, this volume).
51. See Brock and Marshall (2011, this volume) for Recent taxa only.  Fossil taxa are represented in at least 14 genera and 9 families (Data from 

Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011  using “Taxon Count” search)—note that these data are incomplete.
52. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008.
53. Grimaldi & Engel (2005) mentioned 26 species placed in 5 genera in 1 family.  
54. Updated with Arillo & Engel (2006), Eberhard et al. (2011).  Note that this order and Grylloblattodea were placed in the order Notoptera by 

Arillo & Engel (2006).
55. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008; Foottit & Adler listed 3497 species.
56. Fossil taxa are represented in at least 22 genera and 10 families (Data from Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011  using “Taxon Count” 

search)—note that these data are incomplete.
57. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records.
58. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records.
59. Based on Otte, D., Spearman, L. & Martin, B.D.S. Mantodea Species File Online. Version 1.0/4.0. [retrieval date 15 Dec. 2011]. <http://

Mantodea.SpeciesFile.org>. 
60. See Beccaloni & Eggleton  (2011, this volume), without fossils; including 2,692 species of termites (no longer an order).
61. Data from Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011 using “Taxon Count” search; this should be viewed as incomplete.
62. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008.
63. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008.
64. See Mound  et al. (2011, this volume).
65. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008.
66. Based on Hong (2007) with updates.
67. Holometabola for 11 orders from Hymenoptera to Mecoptera.
68. Based on Hymenoptera Online http://hol.osu.edu/ (accessed 15 Dec. 2011), which placed these species in  7,745 genera and 118 families. Fossil 

taxa are represented in at least 789 genera and 89 families (Data from Paleobiology Database on 15 December, 2011  using “Taxon Count” 
search)—note that these data are incomplete.  Foottit & Adler (2009), citing Huber in that volume, mentioned 144,695 species.

69. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008.
70. See Slipinski et al. (2011, this volume).
71. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records.
72. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008; Foottit & Adler listed 328 species.
73. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008.
74. See Holzenthal et al. (2011, this volume).
75. See Nieukerken et al. (211, this volume).
76. See Pape et al. (2011, this volume), but 5,969 dubious species not included in total count.
77. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records.
78. Based on Foottit & Adler (2009) and updated using Zoological Records from 2008.
 Zootaxa 4138  © 2011 Magnolia Press  ·   101ANIMAL BIODIVERSITY

http://hol.osu.edu/


Acknowledgements

I thank Dr Rich Leschen (Landcare Research) and Dr Qing-Hai Fan (Biosecurity New Zealand) for reviews and 
comments. The author was supported by the New Zealand Foundation for Research, Science and Technology 
through backbone funding of the “Defining New Zealand’s Land Biota” programme.

References

Adrain, J.M. (2011) Class Trilobita Walch, 1771. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification 
and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 104–109.

Ahyong, S.T., Lowry, J.K., Alonso, M., Bamber. R.N., Boxshall. G.A., Castro, P., Gerken, S., Karaman, G.S., Goy, J.W., Jones, D.S., 
Meland, K., Rogers, D.C. & Svavarsson, J. (2011) Order Scorpiones C.L. Koch, 1850. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiver-
sity: An outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 165–191.

Arillo, A. & Engel, M.S. (2006) Rock crawlers in Baltic amber (Notoptera: Mantophasmatodea). American Museum Novitates, 3539, 
1–10.

Aristov, D.S. (2009) A new family of the order Grylloblattida (Insecta) from the Middle Permian of Russia. Paleontologicheskii Zhur-
nal, (2), 59–63.

Beccaloni, G.W. & Eggleton, P.  (2011) Order Blattodea Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1882. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An 
outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 199–120.

Bamber, R.N. (2011) Class Pycnogonida Latreille, 1810. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classi-
fication and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 110–111.

Beaulieu, F., Dowling, A.P.G., Klompen, H., Moraes, G.J. de & Walter, D.E. (2011) Superorder Parasitiformes Reuter, 1909. In: Zhang, 
Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 123–
128.

Brock, P. & Marshall, J. (2011) Phasmida Leach, 1815. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classifi-
cation and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 198–198.

Chapman, A.D. (2009) Numbers of living species in Australia and the world. Second edition. – Australian Biodiversity Information 
Services, Toowoomba.

Eberhard, M.J.B., Picker, M.D. &  Klass, K.-D. (2011) Sympatry in Mantophasmatodea, with the description of a new species and 
phylogenetic considerations. Organisms Diversity & Evolution, 11(1), 43–59.

Dunlop J.A. (2010) Geological history and phylogeny of Chelicerata. Arthropod Structure & Development, 39, .124–142.
Dunlop J.A. & Penney, D.  (2011) Order Araneae Clerck, 1757. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level 

classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 149–153.
Dunlop J.A., Penney D. & Jekel D. (2011) A summary list of fossil spiders and their relatives. In: Platnick, N. I. (ed.) The world spider 

catalog, version 12.0. American Museum of Natural History, online at http://research.amnh.org/entomology/spiders/catalog/
index.html DOI: 10.5531/db.iz.0001.

Foottit, R & Adler, P. (eds) (2009) Insect Biodiversity: Science and Scoeity. Blackwell Publishing, London, 623 pp.
Giribet, G. & Edgecombe, G.D. ( 2012 ) Reevaluating the Arthropod Tree of Life. Annual Review of Entomology, 57, 167–186.
Grimaldi, D. & Engel, M.S. (2005) Evolution of the Insects. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, New York.
Guglielmone, A.A., Robbins, R.G., Apaneskevich, D.A., Petney, T.N., Estrada-Peña, A., Horak, I.G., Shao, R. & Barker, S. (2010) The 

Argasidae, Ixodidae and Nuttalliellidae (Acari: Ixodida) of the world: a list of valid species names. Zootaxa, 2528, 1–28.
Harvey, M.S. (2011) Order Pseudoscorpiones de Geer, 1778. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level 

classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 119–120.
Hong, Y.C. (2007) Discovery of the fossil glosselytrods (Insecta: Glosselytrodea) from Shaanxi, China. Acta Entomologica Sinica, 

50(3), 271–280.  
Holzenthal, R.W., Morse, J.C. & Kjer, R.J., (2011) In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification 

and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 209–211.
Ingrisch, S. (2011) Order Orthoptera Oliver, 1789. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification 

and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 195–197.
Janssens, F. & Christiansen, K.A. (2011) Class Collembola Lubbock, 1870. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of 

higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 192–194.
Kury, A.B. (2011) Order Opiliones Sundevall, 1833. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classifica-

tion and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 112–114.
Mendes, L.F. (2002) Taxonomy of Zygentoma and Micrcoryphia: historical overview, present status and goals for the new millennium. 

Proc. Xth International Colloquium on Apterygota, České Budějovice 2000: Apterygota at the Beginning of the Third Millen-
nium. Elsevier GmbH.

Minelli, A. (2011a) Class Trilobita, Class Symphyla and Class Pauropoda.. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of 
higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 157–158.

Mound, L.A. (2011) Order Thysanoptera Haliday, 1836. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classi-
fication and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 201–202.

Nieukerken, E.J. van, Kaila, L., Kitching, I.J., Kristensen, N.P., Lees, D.C., Minet, J., Mitter, C., Mutanen, M., Regier, J.C., Simonsen, 
T.J., Wahlberg, N., Yen, S.-H., Zahiri, R., Adamski, D., Baixeras, J., Bartsch, D., Bengtsson, B.Å., Brown, J.W., Bucheli, S.R., 
ZHANG:  PHYLUM ARTHROPODA102  ·   Zootaxa 4138  © 2011 Magnolia Press



Davis, D.R., De Prins, J., De Prins, W., Epstein, M.E., Gentili-Poole, P., Gielis, C., Hättenschwiler, P., Hausmann, A., Holloway, 
J.D., Kallies, A., Karsholt, O., Kawahara, A.Y., Koster, S. (J.C.), Kozlov, M.V., Lafontaine, J.D., Lamas, G., Landry, J.-F., Lee, S., 
Nuss, M., Park, K.-T., Penz, C., Rota, J., Schintlmeister, A., Christian Schmidt, B., Sohn, J.-C., Solis, M.A., Tarmann, G.M., War-
ren, A.D., Weller, S., Yakovlev, R.V., Zolotuhin, V.V. & Zwick, A. (2011) Order Lepidoptera Linnaeus, 1758. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. 
(Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 212–221.

Pape, T., Blagoderov, V. & Mostovski ,M.B. (2011, this volume) Order Diptera Linnaeus, 1758. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodi-
versity: An outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 222–229.

Prendini, L. (2011a) Order Scorpiones C.L. Koch, 1850. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classi-
fication and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 115–117.

Prendini, L. (2011b) Solifugae Sundevall, 1833. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification 
and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 118–118.

Prendini, L. (2011c) Palpigradi Thorell, 1888. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification and 
survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 121–121.

Prendini, L. (2011d) Ricinulei Thorell, 1876. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification and 
survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 122–122.

Prendini, L. (2011e) Amblypygi Thorell, 1883. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification 
and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 154–154.

Prendini, L. (2011f) Thelyphonida Latreille, 1804. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification 
and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 155–155.

Prendini, L. (2011g) Schizomida Petrunkevitch, 1945. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.) Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classifi-
cation and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 156–156.

Prokop, J. & & Nel, A. (2007) An enigmatic Palaeozoic stem-group: Paoliida, designation of new taxa from the Upper Carboniferous 
of the Czech Republic (Insecta: Paoliidae, Katerinkidae fam. n.). African Invertebrates, 48 (1), 77–86

Rasnitsyn, A.P. & Quicke D.L.J. (eds) (2002) History of Insects. Kluwer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht, Boston, London, 517 pp. 
Selden, P.A., Shear, W.A. & Sutton, M.D. (2008) Fossil evidence for the origin of spider spinnerets, and a proposed arachnid order. 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the USA, 105, 20781–20785.
Schatz, H., Behan-Pelletier, V.M., OConnor, B.M. & Norton, R.A. (2011) Suborder Oribatida van der Hammen, 1968. In: Zhang, Z-Q. 

(Ed.), Animal biodiversity: an outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 141–148.
Shcherbakov, D.E. (2011) The alleged Triassic palaeodictyopteran is a member of Titanoptera. Zootaxa, 3044, 65–68.
Shear, W. (2011) Class Diplopoda de Blainville in Gervais, 18441. In: Zhang, Z-Q. (Ed.), Animal biodiversity: an outline of higher-

level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 159–164.
Shultz, J.W. (2007) A phylogenetic analysis of the arachnid orders based on morphological characters. Zoological Journal of the Lin-

nean Society, 150, 221–265.
Slipinski, S.A., Leschen, R.A.B. & Lawrence, J.F. (2011) Order Coleoptera Linnaeus, 1758. In: Zhang, Z-Q. (Ed.), Animal biodiver-

sity: an outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 203–208.
Szeptycki, A. (2007) Cataloque of the world Protura. Wydawnictwa Instytutu Systematyki i Ewolucji Zwierzat Polskiej Akademii 

Nauk, Kraków.
Trautwein, M.D.,  Wiegmann, B.M., Beutel, R.,   Kjer, K.M. &  Yeates, D.K. (2012) Advances in insect phylogeny at the dawn of the 

postgenomic era. Annual  Review of Entomology, 57, 449–68.
Trueman, J.W.H. (2007) A brief history of the classification and nomenclature of Odonata. Zootaxa, 1668, 381–394.
Walter, D.E., Bolton, S., Uusitalo, M. & Zhang, Z.-Q. (2011) Suborder Endeostigmata Reuter, 1909. In: Zhang, Z-Q. (ed.) Animal bio-

diversity: an outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 139-140.
Zhang, Z.-Q., Fan, Q.-H., Pesic, V., Smit, H., Bochkov, A.V., Khaustov, A.A., Baker, A., Wohltmann, A., Wen, T.-H., Amrine, J.W., 

Beron, P., Lin, J.-Z., Gabrys, G. & Husband, R. (2011) Order Trombidiformes Reuter, 1909. In: Zhang, Z-Q. (ed.) Animal biodi-
versity: an outline of higher-level classification and survey of taxonomic richness. Zootaxa, 3148, 129–138.

Author name and address

Zhi-Qiang Zhang, New Zealand Arthropod Collection, Landcare Research, Private Bag 92170, Auckland, New Zealand; 
zhangz@landcareresearch.co.nz
 Zootaxa 4138  © 2011 Magnolia Press  ·   103ANIMAL BIODIVERSITY



Order Coleoptera Linnaeus, 1758 (4 suborders)1, 2

†Suborder Protocoleoptera Tillyard, 1934 (3 superfamilies)
†Superfamily Tshekardocoleoidea Rohdendorf, 1944 (3 families)

†Family Tshekardocoleidae Rohdendorf, 1944 (13 genera, 18 species)
†Family Labradorocoleidae Ponomarenko, 1969 (1 genus, 1 species)
†Family Oborocoleidae Kukalová, 1969 (2 genera, 2 species)
†Superfamily Permocupedoidea Martynov, 1933 (2 families)
†Family Permocupedidae Martynov, 1933 (11 genera, 30 species)
†Family Taldycupedidae Rohdendorf, 1961 (6 genera, 18 species)
†Superfamily Permosynoidea Tillyard, 1924 (2 families)
†Family Ademosynidae Ponomarenko, 1968 (12 genera, 29 species)
†Family Permosynidae Tillyard, 1924 (3 genera, 14 species) 

Suborder Archostemata Kolbe, 1908 (8 families)
Family Crowsoniellidae Iablokoff-Khnzorian, 1983 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Cupedidae Laporte, 1836 (53(†44) genera, 120(†89) species)
Family Micromalthidae Barber, 1913 (2(†1) genera, 2(†1) species) 
Family Ommatidae Sharp and Muir, 1912 (10(†8) genera, 120(†114) species) 
Family Jurodidae Ponomarenko, 1985 (2(†1) genera, 3(†2) species)
†Family Triadocupedidae Ponomarenko, 1966 (8 genera, 16 species)
†Family Magnocoleidae Hong, 1998 (1 genus, 1 species)
†Family Obrieniidae Zherikhin and Gratshev, 1994 (5 genera, 7 species)

Suborder Myxophaga Crowson, 1955 (5 superfamilies)
†Superfamily Asiocoleoidea Rohdendorf, 1961 (2 families)

†Family Asiocoleidae Rohdendorf, 1961 (1 genus, 1 species)
†Family Tricoleidae Ponomarenko, 1969 (3 genera, 6 species)

†Superfamily Rhombocoleoidea Rohdendorf, 1961 (1 family)
†Family Rhombocoleidae Rohdendorf, 1961 (5 genera, 10 species)

Superfamily Schizophoroidea Ponomarenko, 1968 (3 families)
†Family Schizophoridae Ponomarenko, 1968 (20 genera, 36 species)
†Family Catiniidae Ponomarenko, 1968 (5 genera, 6 species)
†Family Schizocoleidae Rohdendorf, 1961 (4 genera, 30 species)

Superfamily Lepiceroidea Hinton, 1936 (1882) (2 families)

Family Lepiceridae Hinton, 1936 (1882) (1(†1) genus, 2(†1) species)3

Superfamily Sphaeriusoidea Erichson, 1845 (3 families)
Family Torridincolidae Steffan, 1964 (7 genera, 60 species)

Family Hydroscaphidae LeConte, 1874 (3 genera, 22 species)4

Family Sphaeriusidae Erichson, 1845 (2 (†1) genus, 20 (†1) species)
Suborder Adephaga Schellenberg, 1806 (17 families)

†Family Tritarsusidae Hong, 2002 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Gyrinidae Latreille, 1810 (25 (†13) genera, 1000 (†118) species)
Family Trachypachidae C. G. Thomson, 1857 (22 (†21) genera, 57 (†51) species)
Family Meruidae Spangler and Steiner, 2005 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Rhysodidae Laporte, 1840 (40 genera, 350 species)
Family Carabidae Latreille, 1802 (1500 genera, 40000 species)

1. BY S. A. Slipinski, R. A. B. Leschen, and J. F. Lawrence (for full contact details, see the list after References). The title of this contribution 
should be cited as “Order Coleoptera Linnaeus, 1758. In: Zhang, Z.-Q. (Ed.)  Animal biodiversity: An outline of higher-level classification and 
survey of taxonomic richness”. 

2. Recent Coleoptera currently includes 176 families, 29500 genera and 386500 species, fossil taxa includes 31 families, 230 genera and 600 
species. The classification is based on Lawrence and Newton (1995) and Bouchard et al. (2011). Numbers for fossil taxa were derived from 
Kirejtshuk et al. (2010) and only numbers of fossils for extinct Protocoleoptera and Coleoptera families are provided, apart from extant primitive 
Polyphaga.  Numbers for extant taxa were taken from the Handbook of Zoology chapters in Beutel & Leschen (2005) and Leschen et al. (2010) 
except where noted. Because up-to-date catalogues do not exist, numbers in the Handbook had included estimates and here we cross-referenced 
these estimates with recent catalogues (e.g., Löbl & Smetana 2007) and web-based information (e.g., Hallan 2010).  Cut off date for the 
information contained here was 10 February 2011.

3. See Ge et al. (2010).  
4. See Fikáček and Šípková (2009).
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Family Haliplidae Aubé, 1836 (5 (†1) genera, 220 (†2) species)
†Family Triaplidae Ponomarenko, 1977 (1 genus, 2 species)
†Family Colymbotethidae Ponomarenko, 1994 (2 genera, 2 species)
†Family Parahygrobiidae Ponomarenko, 1977 (1 genus, 1 species)
†Family Coptoclavidae Ponomarenko, 1961 (14 genera, 32 species)
†Family Liadytidae Ponomarenko, 1977 (2 genera, 6 species)
Family Noteridae C. G. Thomson, 1859 (14 genera, 250 species)
Family Amphizoidae LeConte, 1853 (1 genus, 5 species)
Family Aspidytidae Ribera et al., 2002 (1 genus, 2 species)
Family Hygrobiidae Régimbart, 1879 (1837) (1 genus, 5 species)
Family Dytiscidae Leach, 1815 (190 (†6) genera, 4100 (†85) species)

Suborder Polyphaga Emery, 1886 (7 series)
Series Staphyliniformia Latreille, 1802 (2 superfamilies)

Superfamily Hydrophiloidea Latreille, 1802 (4 families)
Family Hydrophilidae Latreille, 1802 (200 genera, 3400 species)
Family Sphaeritidae Shuckard, 1839 (1 genus, 5 species)
Family Synteliidae Lewis, 1882 (1 genus, 7 species)
Family Histeridae Gyllenhal, 1808 (350 genera, 4300 species)

Superfamily Staphylinoidea Latreille, 1802 (6 families)
Family Hydraenidae Mulsant, 1844 (42 genera, 1600 species)
Family Ptiliidae Erichson, 1845 (80 genera, 650 species)
Family Agyrtidae C. G. Thomson, 1859 (8 genera, 70 species)
Family Leiodidae Fleming, 1821 (342 genera, 3700 species)
Family Silphidae Latreille, 1807 (15 genera, 200 species)
Family Staphylinidae Latreille, 1802 (3500 genera, 56000 species)

Series Scarabaeiformia Crowson 1960 (1 superfamily)
Superfamily Scarabaeoidea Latreille, 1802 (14 families)

Family Pleocomidae LeConte, 1861 (2 genera, 50 species)
Family Geotrupidae Latreille, 1802 (70 genera, 920 species)
Family Belohinidae Paulian, 1959 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Passalidae Leach, 1815 (64 genera, 800 species)
Family Trogidae W. S. MacLeay, 1819 (5 genera, 300 species)
Family Glaresidae Kolbe, 1905 (3(†2) genera, 60 (†3) species) 
Family Diphyllostomatidae Holloway, 1972 (1 genus, 3 species)
Family Lucanidae Latreille, 1804 (120(†6) genera, 1500 (†11) species)
Family Ochodaeidae Mulsant and Rey, 1871 (15 genera, 110 species, †2/3)
Family Hybosoridae Erichson, 1847 (77(†3) genera, 580 (†7) species)
Family Glaphyridae W. S. MacLeay, 1819 (11(†1) genera, 210(†6) species)
Family Scarabaeidae Latreille, 1802 (1900 genera, 27000 species)
†Family Coprinisphaeridae Genise, 2004 (4 genera, 9 species, ichnotaxon)
†Family Pallichnidae Genise, 2004 (2 genera, 3 species, ichnotaxon)

Series Scirtiformia Fleming, 1821 (1 superfamily)
Superfamily Scirtoidea Fleming, 1821 (6 families)

Family Scirtidae Fleming, 1821 (35 genera, 800 species)
Family Decliniidae Nikitsky et al., 1994 (1 genus, 2 species)
Family Eucinetidae Lacordaire, 1857 (11 genera, 53 species)
Family Clambidae Fischer von Waldheim, 1821 (6 genera, 170 species)
†Family Elodophthalmidae Kirejtshuk and Azar, 2008 (1 genus, 2 species)
†Family Mesocinetidae Kirejtshuk and Ponomarenko, 2010 (4 genera, 7 species)

Series Elateriformia Crowson 1960 (4 superfamilies)
Superfamily Dascilloidea Guérin-Méneville, 1843 (1834) (2 families)

Family Dascillidae Guérin-Méneville, 1843 (1834) (15 genera, 80 species)
Family Rhipiceridae Latreille, 1834 (7 genera, 70 species)

Superfamily Buprestoidea Leach, 1815 (1 family)
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Family Buprestidae Leach, 1815 (470 genera, 14700 species)
Superfamily Byrrhoidea Latreille, 1804 (12 families)

Family Byrrhidae Latreille, 1804 (38 genera, 430 species)
Family Elmidae Curtis, 1830 (149 genera, 1500 species)
Family Dryopidae Billberg, 1820 (1817) (33 genera, 300 species)
Family Lutrochidae Kasap and Crowson, 1975 (1 genus, 11 species)
Family Limnichidae Erichson, 1846 (37 genera, 390 species)
Family Heteroceridae W. S. MacLeay, 1825 (15 genera, 300 species)
Family Psephenidae Lacordaire, 1854 (35 genera, 290 species)
Family Cneoglossidae Champion, 1897 (1 genus, 10 species)
Family Ptilodactylidae Laporte, 1836 (34 genera, 500 species)
Family Chelonariidae Blanchard, 1845 (3 genera, 250 species)
Family Eulichadidae Crowson, 1973 (2 genera, 30 species)
Family Callirhipidae Emden, 1924 (9 genera, 150 species)

Superfamily Elateroidea Leach, 1815 (20 families)
Family Rhinorhipidae Lawrence, 1988 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Artematopodidae Lacordaire, 1857 (8 genera, 45 species)
Family Brachypsectridae LeConte and G. H. Horn, 1883 (1 genus, 5 species)
Family Cerophytidae Latreille, 1834 (3 genera, 21 species)
Family Eucnemidae Eschscholtz, 1829 (200 genera, 1500 species)
Family Throscidae Laporte, 1840 (5 genera, 150 species)
Family Elateridae Leach, 1815 (400 genera, 10000 species)
Family Plastoceridae Crowson, 1972 (1 genus, 2 species)
Family Drilidae Blanchard, 1845 (6 genera, 120 species)
Family Omalisidae Lacordaire, 1857 (3 genera, 8 species)
Family Lycidae Laporte, 1836 (160 genera, 4600 species)
Family Telegeusidae Leng, 1920 (3 genera, 10 species)
Family Phengodidae LeConte, 1861 (31 genera, 250 species)

Family Rhagophthalmidae E. Olivier, 1907 (6 genera, 30 species)5

Family Lampyridae Rafinesque, 1815 (110 genera, 2200 species)
Family Omethidae LeConte, 1861 (8 genera, 33 species)
Family Cantharidae Imhoff, 1856 (1815) (160 genera, 5100 species)
Family Podabrocephalidae Pic, 1930 (1 genus, 1 species)
†Family Berendtimiridae Winkler, 1987 (1 genus, 1 species)
†Family Lasiosynidae Kirejtshuk, Chang, Ren & Kun, 2010 (4 genera, 7 species)

Series Derodontiformia LeConte, 1861 (1 superfamily)
Superfamily Derodontoidea LeConte, 1861 (3 families)

Family Derodontidae LeConte, 1861 (4 genera, 30 species)
Family Nosodendridae Erichson, 1846 (1 genus, 50 species)
Family Jacobsoniidae Heller, 1926 (3 genera, 20 species)

Series Bostrichiformia Forbes, 1926 (1 superfamily)
Superfamily Bostrichoidea Latreille, 1802 (4 families)

Family Dermestidae Latreille, 1804 (50 genera, 1200 species)
Family Endecatomidae LeConte, 1861 (1 genus, 4 species)
Family Bostrichidae Latreille, 1802 (90 genera, 570 species)
Family Ptinidae Latreille, 1802 (230 genera, 2200 species)

Series Cucujiformia Lameere, 1938 (4 superfamilies)
Superfamily Lymexyloidea Fleming, 1821 (1 family)

Family Lymexylidae Fleming, 1821 (10 genera, 70 species)
Superfamily Cleroidea Latreille, 1802 (12 families)

Family Phloiophilidae Kiesenwetter, 1863 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Trogossitidae Latreille, 1802 (50 genera, 600 species)

5. See Löbl & Smetana (2007).
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Family Chaetosomatidae Crowson, 1952 (4 genera, 12 species)
Family Metaxinidae Kolibáč, 2004 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Thanerocleridae Chapin, 1924 (7 genera, 30 species)
Family Cleridae Latreille, 1802 (200 genera, 3400 species)
Family Acanthocnemidae Crowson, 1964 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Phycosecidae Crowson, 1952 (1 genus, 4 species)
Family Prionoceridae Lacordaire, 1857 (3 genera, 160 species)
Family Mauroniscidae Majer, 1995 (5 genera, 26 species)
Family Melyridae Leach, 1815 (300 genera, 6000 species)
†Family Parandrexidae Kirejtshuk, 1994 (3 genera, 5 species)

Superfamily Cucujoidea Latreille, 1802 (37 families)
Family Boganiidae Sen Gupta and Crowson, 1966 (5 genera, 11 species)
Family Byturidae Gistel, 1848 (7 genera, 24 species)
Family Helotidae Chapuis, 1876 (5 genera, 107 species)
Family Protocucujidae Crowson, 1954 (1 genus, 7 species)
Family Sphindidae Jacquelin du Val, 1860 (9 genera, 59 species)
Family Biphyllidae LeConte, 1861(7 genera, 200 species)
Family Erotylidae Latreille, 1802 (260 genera, 3500 species)
Family Monotomidae Laporte, 1840 (33 genera, 250 species)
Family Hobartiidae Sen Gupta and Crowson, 1966 (2 genera, 6 species)
Family Cryptophagidae Kirby, 1826 (60 genera, 600 species)
Family Agapythidae Sen Gupta and Crowson, 1969 (1 genus, 1 species)
Family Priasilphidae Crowson, 1973 (3 genera, 11 species)
Family Phloeostichidae Reitter, 1911 (5 genera, 14 species)
Family Silvanidae Kirby, 1837 (58 genera, 500 species)
Family Cucujidae Latreille, 1802 (4 genera, 44 species)
Family Myraboliidae Lawrence and Britton, 1991 (1 genus, 13 species)
Family Cavognathidae Sen Gupta and Crowson, 1966 (1 genus, 9 species)
Family Lamingtoniidae Sen Gupta and Crowson, 1969 (1 genus, 3 species)
Family Passandridae Blanchard, 1845 (9 genera, 109 species)
Family Phalacridae Leach, 1815 (51 genera, 640 species)
Family Propalticidae Crowson, 1952 (2 genera, 30 species)
Family Laemophloeidae Ganglbauer, 1899 (37 genera, 430 species)
Family Tasmosalpingidae Lawrence and Britton, 1991 (1 genus, 2 species)
Family Cyclaxyridae Gimmel et al., 2009 (1 genus, 2 species) 
Family Kateretidae Kirby, 1837 (14 genera, 95 species)
Family Nitidulidae Latreille, 1802 (350 genera, 4500 species)
Family Smicripidae G. H. Horn, 1880 (1 genus, 6 species)
Family Bothrideridae Erichson, 1845 (38 genera, 400 species)
Family Cerylonidae Billberg, 1820 (52 genera, 450 species)
Family Alexiidae Imhoff, 1856 (1 genus, 50 species)
Family Discolomatidae G. H. Horn, 1878 (16 genera, 400 species)
Family Endomychidae Leach, 1815 (130 genera, 1800 species)
Family Coccinellidae Latreille, 1807 (360 genera, 6000 species)
Family Corylophidae LeConte, 1852 (30 genera, 200 species)
Family Latridiidae Erichson, 1842 (28 genera, 1000 species)

Family Akalyptoischiidae Lord et. al, 2010 (1 genus,  24 species)6

†Family Sinisilvanidae Hong, 2002 (1 genus, 1 species)
Superfamily Tenebrionoidea Latreille, 1802 (28 families)

Family Mycetophagidae Leach, 1815 (18 genera, 130 species)
Family Archeocrypticidae Kaszab, 1964 (10 genera, 60 species)
Family Pterogeniidae Crowson, 1953 (7 genera, 26 species)

6. See Lord et al. (2010).
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Family Ciidae Leach, 1819 (42 genera, 650 species)
Family Tetratomidae Billberg, 1820 (13 genera, 150 species)
Family Melandryidae Leach, 1815 (60 genera, 420 species)
Family Mordellidae Latreille, 1802 (100 genera, 1500 species)
Family Ripiphoridae Gemminger, 1870 (1853) (38 genera, 400 species)
Family Zopheridae Solier, 1834 (190 genera, 1700 species)
Family Ulodidae Pascoe, 1869 (14 genera, 30 species)
Family Promecheilidae Lacordaire, 1859 (7 genera, 20 species)
Family Chalcodryidae Watt, 1974 (3 genera, 15 species)
Family Trachelostenidae Lacordaire, 1859 (1 genus, 2 species)
Family Tenebrionidae Latreille, 1802 (2300 genera, 20000 species)
Family Prostomidae C. G. Thomson, 1859 (2 genera, 30 species)
Family Synchroidae Lacordaire, 1859 (3 genera, 8 species)
Family Stenotrachelidae C. G. Thomson, 1859 (7 genera, 19 species)
Family Oedemeridae Latreille, 1810 (100 genera, 500 species)
Family Meloidae Gyllenhal, 1810 (120 genera, 3000 species)
Family Mycteridae Oken, 1843 (29 genera, 160 species)
Family Boridae C. G. Thomson, 1859 (3 genera, 4 species)
Family Trictenotomidae Blanchard, 1845 (2 genera, 13 species)
Family Pythidae Solier, 1834 (7 genera, 23 species)
Family Pyrochroidae Latreille, 1807 (30 genera, 167 species)
Family Salpingidae Leach, 1815 (45 genera, 300 species)
Family Anthicidae Latreille, 1819 (100 genera, 3000 species)
Family Aderidae Winkler, 1927 (50 genera, 900 species)
Family Scraptiidae Gistel, 1848 (35 genera, 500 species)

Superfamily Chrysomeloidea Latreille, 1802 (7 families)
Family Vesperidae Mulsant, 1839 (17 genera, 75 species)

Family Oxypeltidae Lacordaire, 1868 (2 genera, 3 species)7

Family Disteniidae J. Thomson, 1861 (32 genera, 336 species) 

Family Cerambycidae Latreille, 1802 (5232 genera, 30079 species)8

Family Megalopodidae Latreille, 1802 (30 genera, 350 species)9

Family Orsodacnidae C. G. Thomson, 1859 (3 genera, 40 species)9

Family Chrysomelidae Latreille, 1802 (2114 genera, 32500 species) 

Superfamily Curculionoidea Latreille, 1802 (8 families)10

Family Nemonychidae Bedel, 1882 (20 genera, 70 species)
Family Anthribidae Billberg, 1820 (372 genera, 3900 species)
Family Belidae Schoenherr, 1826 (38 genera, 375 species)
Family Attelabidae (150 genera, 2500 species)
Family Caridae Thompson, 1992 (4 genera, 6 species)
Family Brentidae Billberg, 1820 (400 genera, 4000 species)
Family Curculionidae Latreille, 1802 (4600 genera, 51000 species)
†Family Ulyanidae Zherikhin, 1993 (2 genera, 3 species)
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