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0cypus latens sp. n. from the Western Transcaucasia and Lesser Caucasus, and 0.

saevus sp. n. from Western Georgia, two apterous species, are described and compared 
with related taxa having Caucasian and Northeastern Anatolian distribution ranges. 
0. hochhuthi Eppelsheim, 1878 and 0. cerceticus Coiffait, 1964 are redescribed. For 0. 
manceps Smetana, 1965 and 0. trapezensis Coiffait, 1964, aedeagi and (for 0. tra­
pezensis) shape and microsculpture of forebody are illustrated. New data on distribu­
tion and bionomics are provided for the treated species.

A. Yu. Solodovnikov, Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of' Sciences, Universitet­
skaya nab. 1, St.Petersburg 199034, Russia.

Introduction 

The Caucasian species of 0cypus remain 
very poorly known. It was therefore not sur­
prising that during my study of rather frag­
mentary material of this genus from the 
Caucasus two new species, 0. latens sp. n. 
and 0. saevus sp. n., were discovered. 0. 
latens from the Western Transcaucasia and 
Lesser Caucasus is a representative of the 0. 
similis species group of Coiffait ( 197 4). Most 
of the members of this still little known spe­
cies group have more or less restricted distri­
bution in the mountains of the Western Pa­
laearctic (Coiffait, 1974). Since this species 
group, as well as the related 0cypus species 
have not been revised yet, and the structure 
of the internal sac of aedeagus was not illus­
trated for any species of the 0. similis group, 
it is not possible to establish the phyloge­
netic relationships of 0. latens. 0. saevus, 
endemic of Western Georgia, should be 
placed in the 0. tenebricosus species group of 
Coiffait (1974). Based on the structure of the 
aedeagus,. external morphology and bio­
geographical data, this new species is appar­
ently closely related to 0. ponticus Smet., 0. 
trapezensis Coiff., 0. frater Smet. and 0. he­
inzi Smet. These related species replace each 
other (from the east to the west in respective 

order) in Northern and Northeastern Ana­
tolia (Smetana, 1965a, 1965b, 1968). To 
avoid a possible confusion of the newly de­
scribed taxa with similar species, redescrip­
tions (or only new illustrations) are provided 
for 0. hochhuthi Epp., 0. cerceticus Coiff., 
0. manceps Smet. and 0. trapezensis. For
the species treated, data on distribution and,
where available, on bionomics are summa­
rized.

Material from the following institutions 
and private collections was examined (cura­
tors are given in parentheses): HNHM -
Hungarian Natural History Museum, Buda­
pest (0. Merkl); IZK - Institute of Zoology, 
Kiev (A.A. Petrenko); MNHNP - Museum 
National d'Histoire Naturelle, Paris (N. Berti); 
NHMW - Naturhistorisches Museum Wien 
(H. Schillhammer); ZIN - Zoological Institute, 
St.Petersburg; ZMMU - Zoological Museum 
of Moscow State University (N.B. Nikitsky); 
cGus - private collection of V.I. Gusarov, 
St.Petersburg; cKab - private collection of 
O.N. Kabakov, St.Petersburg; cSm - private 
collection of A. Smetana, Ottawa; cSol - pri­
vate collection of the author. 

The measurements in the descriptions are 
given in mm and abbreviated as follows: 
HL: length of head from the front margin of 
clypeus to neck; HW: maximum width of 



314 A. Yu. Solodovnikov: Ocypus from the Caucasus • ZOOSYST. ROSSICA Vol. 8

Figs 1-4. Ocypus hochhuthi Epp.: 1, aedeagus in lateral left view; 2, same in lateral right view; 3, 4, median lobe of 
the aedeagus in ventral and lateral view. Scales: 1 mm.

head; PL: length of pronotum along median 
line; PW: maximum width of pronotum; EL: 
length of elytra from shoulder to elytral hind 
margin; EW: maximum width of elytra; FB: 
length of forebody from the front margin of 
clypeus to elytral hind margin; TL: total 
length from the apex of clypeus to the apex 
of abdomen.

Ocypus hochhuthi Eppelsheim, 1878
(Figs 1-4)

Ocypus hochhuthi Eppelsheim, 1878: 110; Smetana, 
1965a: 40; Coiffait, 1974: 475.

Type material examined-, cf, [Georgia], Kaukas 
Leder, Michailowo am Suram. gebirg. / Ocypus 
Hochhuthi Eppelsh. Typ. / coll. Reitter / Monotypus 
Ocypus Hochhuthi Eppelsheim 1877 a* (HNHM).

Additional material examined. 1 cf, Petrop./ 
Hochhuthi mihi, Rossia sept. Reitter/ Hochhuthi Epp. 
Schneid. u. Led. Beitr. Col. Cauc. Brun. 1878. 
P.l 10./ Hochhuthi det. J. Muller (NHMW); Georgia: 
1 d*, Banis-Hevi, distr. Gori, 1.VIII. 1928, leg. Unkiev;
1 d*, Banis-Hevi distr. Gori, 16.V. 1929, Ja. Kirschen- 
blatt; 1 o’, Tsikhis Dzhvari, 10.VI1.1909 (ZIN).

Description. Measurements and ratios (n = 
5): HL: 1.7-1.9; HW: 2.0-2.2; PL: 2.2-2.5; 
PW: 2.0-2.3; EL: 1.8-1.9; EW: 1.9-2.4; FB: 
5.9-6.2; TL: 12.3-14.5; HL/HW: 0.81-0.86; 
PL/PW: 1.09-1.14; EL/EW: 0.79-0.95; 
HW/PW: 0.95-1.00.

Body black or blackish brown; mandibles 
and antennae brown; legs brown to reddish 
brown; palpi and 1-3 apical segments of an­
tennae reddish; head and pronotum glossy; 

elytra and abdomen less glossy due to dense 
pubescense.

Head with parallel temples and rounded 
but distinct hind angles, indistinctly wider 
than long (appears quadrate), with flat, 
moderately small eyes (temples about twice 
as long as longitudinal diameter of eye). Su­
praorbital setiferous pore closer to posterior 
margin of head than to posterior margin of 
eye. Punctation multiple: large punctures (of 
variable sizes) intermixed with small (of vari­
able sizes) and minute punctures; discal area 
moderately densely punctate, with more or 
less distinct, impunctate median stripe; tem­
ples with denser punctation; interspaces 
smooth, without microsculpture on discal 
area, with superficial transverse waves on 
temples. Pubescence moderately long, 
brown. Antennomeres 3-10 gradually be- 

, coming wider towards the apex of antenna;
8-10 about as long as wide.

Pronotum somewhat longer than wide, as
wide as head, parallel-sided or very slightly 
converging backwads; anterior angles dis­
tinct; posterior angles broadly rounded. 
Punctation similar to that of the head, 
sparser on discal area, denser on anterior 
corners; interspaces smooth, without mi­
crosculpture; impunctate median stripe 
rather wide, distinct along entire length of 
pronotum.

Scutellum densely punctate, with mi­
crosculpture of transverse waves.

Elytra somewhat shorter than long, very 
slightly diverging backwards, as wide as 
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pronotum. Surface densely granulated; with 
dense brownish pubescence. 

Wings vestigial. 
Abdomen parallel-sided, as wide as fore­

body; tergite 7 without apical seam of pali­
sade fringe on the posterior margin. Puncta­
tion of tergites (especially of basal ones) 
dense, similar to granulation of elytra; inter­
spaces with reticulate irregularities. 

a: Anterior tarsomeres 1-4 widened. Ster­
nite 8 with moderately deep, angulate emargi­
nation. Aedeagus (Figs 1-4): median lobe 
rather short, slightly arcuately curved ventrad; 
ventro-apical area with deep, narrow emargi­
nation and projecting lobe of characteristic 
hook-like shape; paramere with short pedicel­
lum gradually widened into broad apical por­
tion. More or less sclerotized structures of in­
ternal sac consisting of large and oblong, 
paired piece, and a pair of smaller darker 
pieces. 

<;.>: Unknown. 
Comparison. Based on the descriptions of 

the related Anatolian 0. nubigena Smet. and 
0. torvus Smet. (Smetana, 1965a), 0. hoch­
huthi Epp. is most similar to the former spe­
cies. Based on the illustration of the 
aedeagus of 0. nubigena (Smetana, 1965), 0. 
hochhuthi diffei·s from this species in the 
form of the apical portion of paramere and 
the shape of the apical portion of median 
lobe. From 0. nero (Fald.), 0. cerceticus 
Coiff. and 0. latens sp. n. occurring in the 
Caucasus, 0. hocchuthi may be readily dis­
tinguished by the multiple and less dense 
punctation of the forebody (which therefore 
looks more glossy) and by the structure of 
aedeagus. 

· Distribution. Central (Banis-Hevi, Tsikhis­
Dzhvari, Mikhailovo [now Khashuri] in
Georgia) and eastern (Helendorf [now
Khanlar] in Azerbaijan) parts of the Lesser
Caucasus (based on Smetana, 1965a and
material here examined). Jablokov-Khnzo­
rian (1975) and Bohac (1986) recorded 0.
hochhuthi Epp. from two localities in the
Western Caucasus (Ritza and Krasnaya
Polyana). However, the species was not col­
lected in-,this region even after three years of
personal collecting, including pitfall · trap­
ping. Hence, the two mentioned records
were probably based on misidentifications.
The specimen with the label "Petrop." iden­
tified by Reitter is either mislabelled (Petro­
p[olis] = St.Petersburg) or originating from
one of the localities named Petropavlovskoe
in Transcaucasia.

Bionomics. Unknown. 

Remarks. In the original description of 0. 
hochhuthi, Eppelsheim (1878) indicated, that 
the species was described from the single 
male collected by H. Leder near Mikhailovo. 
Apart from the true holotype kept in 
HNHM, there are two males labelled as 
"Type" in NHMW. One is mentioned above, 
the other is on loan at A. Smetana (Ottawa) 
and is labelled as follows: "Kaukas Leder 
Helendorf/ c. Eppelsh. Steind. d./ Hochhuthi 
Epp. det. Bernhauer/ Aedeagus von Dr. J. 
MUiler-Trieste herausprapariert" [the note 
about aedeagus is in Scheerpeltz handwrit­
ing; aedeagus is lost] (A. Smetana, personal 
communication). None of these two speci­
mens could be considered as the type. 

Ocypus cerceticus Coiffait, 1964 

(Figs 5-12) 

Ocypus cerceticus Coiffait, l 964: 93; l 974: 474; Solo­
dovnikov, l 998a: 338. 

Ocypus quadraticeps: Smetana, I 965a: 40. 

Type material examined. Holotype: d', [Russia, 
Adygeia], N 1048. 23.6.63. Region de Maykop. Foret 
de hetre. Sous les pierres/ holotype/ Ocypus cer­
ceticus Coiff. H. Coiffait det. l 964 (MNHNP). Pa­
ratype: I c;>, region de Maykop. Montagnes. Foret de 
hetre. Sous les pierres/ Ocypus cerceticus Coiff. H. 
Coiffait det. 1964/ Allotype (ZMMU). 

Additional material examined. Russia, Krasnodar 
Territory: l d', l c;>, Ana pa, 25. VI.I 953, leg. K. Ar­
noldi (ZMMU); 38 d', 5 c;>, Mt. Semashkho (25-30 
km NE of Tuapse), forest zone, 800 m, pitfall traps, 
I 0. V-4. Vl.l 996, leg. A. Miroshnikov & A. Solo­
dovnikov; I d', near viii. Ubinskaya, 28. V. I 992, leg. 
V. & M. Savitsky; Id', 10 km SW ofvill. Ubinskaya,
oak forest, 23.VIII.1995,. in litter, leg. A. Solo­
dovnikov (cSol); I c;>, I d', river Ubin-Su, 17.IX.1949
and 18.IV.1950, leg. K. Arnoldi; 2 d', Azovskaya,
9.IV and l 2.X.1950, leg. K. Arnoldi; 1 d', I c;>, Go­
ryachiy Klyuch, 5.IV and l 6.IV.1952, leg. K. Ar­
noldi; 1 d', upper reaches of river Afips, 26.IX.1949;
1 c;>, Erevanskaya, 25.IX.1953, ,leg. K. Arnoldi
(ZMMU); 1 d', viii. Krepostnaya, 7-8.V!l. l 979, leg.
A. Miroshnikov; 1 d', env. of viii. Guzeripl',
9.VI.1992, leg. V. Savitsky (cSol); 1 d', same locality,
1 I.VI.1963 (ZMMU); 1 d', Krasnaya Polyana,
13.V!l.l907, leg. Kiritshenko (ZIN); I d', Krasnaya
Polyana, 7.VI.1954, leg. Kurnakov (cKab); 1 d', 8-10
km NEE of Krasnaya Polyana, 500-800 m, forest,
7.VIII.1994, leg. A. Solodovnikov; l d', river
Mzymta, 1000-1400 111, 4.IX. 1995, leg. V. Savitsky; 2
d', W part of Aibgha range, S slopes, 400-1800 m, 
23.VIII.1995, leg. V. Savitsky (cSol); 1 d', river
Tsitsa, 800 m, 4. VI.I 987, leg. Kataev (ZIN); Kabar­
dino-Balkaria: 1 d', I c;>, Bladirkhva, 1900-2000 m,
subalpine zone, pitfall traps V-VII. I 992, leg. A. 
Zamotaylov & A. Miroshnikov (cSol); Georgia, Ahk­
hazia: 1 d', env. ofGagry, 5.IV.1960, leg. Kabakov
(cKab); I d', confluence of rivers Gega and Bzyb',
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Figs 5-12. Ocypus cerceticus Coiff.: 5, aedeagus in lateral left view; 6, same in lateral right view; 7, 8, variability of 
the apical portion of the paramere; 9, median lobe of the aedeagus in ventral view; 10, same in lateral view; 11, in­
ternal sac of the aedeagus in lateral view; 12, same in ventral view. Scales: 1 mm.

5.V.1990, leg. V. Grebennikov (ZIN); Eastern Turk­
menistan (apparently mislabelling, for details see 
“Distribution”): 1 < lolotan’, 30. V. 1952 (ZIN).

Comparative material examined. Ocypus manceps 
Smet.: 1 $, Anatolia bor. W. Heinz leg./ Abant Geb. 
1100-1500 m, 8.VIII. 1963/ Paratypus Ocypus man­
ceps Smetana det. 1964 ; 1 </, Anatolia occ. Heinz 
leg./ Sultandere b. Eskisehir 18.IV. 1976, 1000 m/ 
Ocypus manceps Smetana det. 1978 (cSm).

Description. Measurements and ratios 
(range, arithmetic mean; n = 10): HL: 1.8- 
2.8 (2.2); HW: 2.4-3.7 (2.9); PL: 2.5-3.4 (2.9); 
PW: 2.5-3.4 (2.9); EL: 2.0-2.8 (2.4); EW: 2.5- 
3.5 (3.0); FB: 6.2-8.8 (7.4); TL: 13.0-20.0 
(16.3); HL/HW: 0.72-0.79 (0.75); PL/PW: 
0.93-1.07 (1.00); EL/EW: 0.71-0.85 (0.81); 
HW/PW: 0.96-1.10 (1.02).
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Body black; mouthparts, antennae and 
legs blackish brown to brown; antennomere 
11 yellowish brown; body moderately glossy 
due to punctation and pubescence. 

Head transverse with distinct hind angles; 
temples parallel, slightly diverging or slightly 
converging backwards; eyes flat and moder­
ately small: temples about 2.0 (in small 
specimens) to 2.5 times as long as longitudi­
nal diameter of eye. Supraorbital setiferous 
pore 1.5-2 times closer to posterior margin 
of head than to posterior margin of eye. 
Punctation coarse and dense: absolutely 
smooth and glossy interspaces about 1-2 
times as large as diameter of punctures; 
more or less distinct median longitudinal 
stripe impunctate. Pubescence moderately 
long, brown. Antennomeres: 3 slightly 
longer than 2; 3-10 gradually becoming 
wider and shorter towards the apex of an­
tenna; 8° I 0 about as long as wide. 

Pronotum on average as wide as long, in­
distinctly narrower than head, widest in the 
middle, very slightly converging forwards 
and backwards, about parallel-sided; ante­
rior angles distinct; posterior angles broadly 
rounded. Punctation and interspaces similar 
to those on head; narrow impunctate median 
stripe distinct along entire length of prono­
tum. 

Scutellum densely but superficially punc­
tate. 

Anterior tarsomeres 1-4 widened in both 
sexes. 

Elytra about as wide as long, very slightly 
diverging backwards, as wide as pronotum. 
Surface densely punctate, with granulated 
interspaces; pubescence brownish and dense. 

Wings vestigial. 
Abdomen as wide as forebody, almost 

parallel-sided; tergite 7 without apical seam 
of palisade fringe on the posterior margin. 
Punctation of all tergites dense and superfi­
cial; interspaces with dense reticulate mi­
crosculpture. 

a': Sternite 8 with deep, rounded emargina­
tion. Aedeagus (Figs 5-12): median lobe of 
moderate length, slightly curved ventrad, ven­
tro-apical area with deep, narrow emargina­
tion and projecting lobe of characteristic hook­
like shape; paramere with short pedicellum 
abruptly brodaned into apical portion. 
Sclerites of internal sac small and thin. Shape 
of internal sac as in Figs 11-12. 

Comparison. Externally, 0, cerceticus 
Coiff. is extremely similar to 0. latens sp. n. 
(for comparison see 0. latens below). In the 
aedeagus structure, 0. cerceticus strongly re-

sembles 0. manceps Smet. (Figs I 3-15), but 
may be distinguished by the relatively longer 
and thinner median lobe and by the consid­
erably shorter paired structures of the inter­
nal sac. Externally, 0. cerceticus may be 
readily separated from 0. manceps by the 
dark, black to blackish brown appendages 
(in contrast to the red and reddish brown of 
the latter) and, due to somewhat denser 
punctation, by less glossy dorsal surface of 
the forebody. 

0. cerceticus coexists in the forest habitats
of the North-Western Caucasus with the ex­
ternally very similar 0. nero (Fald.) ( 0. 
similis (Fabr.)). When comparing 0. cer­
ceticus to 0. similis, Coiffait (1964) indicated 
the following set of characters: (I) in 0. cer­
ceticus, antennomere 2 is much shorter than 
antennomere 3, whereas in 0. nero both an­
tennomeres are of equal or almost equal 
length; (2) in 0. cerceticus, antennomeres 9 
and 10 are obviously transverse, whereas in 
0. nero these segments are at most as long as
wide; (3) in 0. cerceticus, the lateral face of
anterior tibia is without spines in the apical
area, whereas in 0. nero a few spines are pre­
sent. My examination of numerous speci­
mens of both species from the North-West­
ern Caucasus revealed that in the characters
(I) and (2) 0. cerceticus and 0. nero are
identical, whereas character (3) is not quite
constant: some specimens of 0. cerceticus
bear 1-2 spines, and in some specimens of 0.
nero the number of spines is reduced to 3-2.
In addition, no characters to separate these
species were found in the form and chaeto­
taxy of the female genital segment. Hence,
for a positive identification of single doubt­
ful females of both species in the North­
Western Caucasus, data on bionomics (see
below) may be useful.

Distribution. 0. cerceticus Coiff. is widely 
distributed throughout the , Western Cau­
casus (see also records in Khachikov, 1997): 
it is recorded from the westernmost and 
northernmost foothills (Anapa, Azovskaya) 
to the river Bzyb' in the south-east. Two 
specimens (male and female) are known 
from the north of the Central Caucasus 
(Kabardino-Balkaria) and one (male) from 
the Eastern Turkmenistan. Since 0. cer­
ceticus is an apterous and rather stenoecic 
species (see "Bionomics" below) apparently 
restricted to the forest habitats of the North­
Western and Central Caucasus, the single 
specimen from Iolotan' [Eastern Turkmenis­
tan, semidesert landscapes] certainly was 
mislabelled. Its label is dated 1952. At the 
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Figs 13-20. Ocypus manceps Smet.: 13, aedeagus in lateral left view; 14, same in lateral right view; 15, median lobe 
of the aedeagus in ventral view; 16, same in lateral view. Scales: 1 mm. Figs 17-20. Ocypus latens sp. n.: 17, 
aedeagus in lateral left view; 18, same in lateral right view; 19, median lobe of the aedeagus in ventral view; 20, 
same in lateral view. Scales: 1 mm.

same period (1949-1952) extensive coleop- 
teran material, including specimens of O. 
cerceticus (see “Material” section), was col­
lected in the North-Western Caucasus by K. 

Arnoldi. Judging from the same type of la­
bels printed for lolotan’ and several locali­
ties in the North-Western Caucasus where 
K. Arnoldi was collecting, it seems practi­
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cally certain, that the material from both re­
gions had been mounted simultaneously by 
the same staff. This is additional evidence of 
mislabelling. 

Bionomics. 0. cerceticus Coiff. and 0. nero 
(Fald.) are two of the most common 
staphylinids in the North-Western Caucasus. 
But, unlike to the wide habitat tolerance of 
the latter species, 0. cerceticus is rather 
stenoecic and is restricted to the forest zone 
from the very foothills to the altitudes up to 
1600 m. Being a characteristic forest inhabi­
tant, 0. cerceticus may be found in litter, un­
der fallen trunks, under stones, etc. Collect­
ing in . 50 pitfall traps at Mt. Semashkho 
(NW Caucasus) on I 0. V-4. Vl.1996 gave the 
following results: in forest (900-950 m), 43 
specimens of 0. cerceticus and 15 of 0. nero; 
in meadow (950-1000 m), 0 and 11, respec­
tively. 

The two known specimens of 0. cerceticus 
from the north of the Central Caucasus 
(Kabardino-Balkaria) were collected in the 
subalpine zone (1900-2000 m) by pitfall trap­
ping. 

Remarks. The specimen from the North­
Western Caucasus (Goryachiy Klyuch) used 
by Smetana (1965a) to illustrate the aede­
agus of 0. quadraticeps (Menetries) in fact 
undoubtedly belongs to 0. cerceticus Coiff. 
The status of Staphylinus quadraticeps Men. 
described from a single specimen from Ta­
lysh (Menetries, 1832) is uncertain. My at­
tempt to find the type of 0. quadraticeps in 
the ZIN collection failed. 

Ocypus latens sp. n. 
(Figs 17-20) 

• Holotype. cl, Western Georgia, valley of river
Chkhalta near camping Atsgara, 21.V.1986, leg. A. 
Zamotaylov (cSol). 

Paratypes. Western Georgia: 3 'i', Adzhary near 
Chkhalta at the Kodori river, Sukhum, 21, 28 and 
30.VII.1905, leg. Kalishevs[ki]; I 'i', Adzhary, Abk­
haz., 3. VIII. I 933, leg. Ya. Kirschenblatt (ZIN); I 'i',
Abkhazia, Kodorsky range NE of Sakeni, 2500 m,
4. V.1989, leg. B. Kataev (cSol); I 'i', Abkhazia,
Gal'sky Distr., Mt. Okhachkue, 1500 m, 4.V.1989,
leg. I. Belousov; 2 cl, Adzhameti, in soil together
with pupae of Geometridae moths, 15. VII. I 978, leg.
M. Tvaradze (IZK); lei, Ii;,, Borzhom, l2.X.1903,
K. Prave (ZIN).

Description. Measurements. (range, arith­
metic mean; n = 8): HL: 1.9-2.5 (2.2); HW: 
2.3-3.2 (2.7); PL: 2.4-2.9 (2.6); PW: 2.4-3.0 
(2.6); EL: 2.1-2.6 (2.3); EW: 2.4-3.0 (2.7); 
FB: 6.2-8.8 (7.1); TL: 13.0-19.0 (15.7); 
HL/HW: 0.76-0.80 (0.79); PL/PW: 1.00-1.04 

(1.01); EL/EW: 0.77-0.87 (0.84); HW/PW: 
0.96-1.12 (1.04). 

Externally very similar to 0. cerceticus 
Coiff. 

Body black to brownish black; mouth­
parts, antennae and legs brown; anten­
nomere 11 yellowish brown; body moder­
ately glossy due to punctation and pubes­
cence. 

Head as in 0. cerceticus, but temples 
about 1.6-2 times as long as longitudinal di­
ameter of eye. 

Pronotum as in 0. cerceticus, but on aver­
age more converging backwards. 

Anterior tarsi of both sexes with widened 
tarsomeres 1-4. 

Scutellum, elytra and abdomen as in 0. 
cerceticus. 

d': Sternite 8 with deep, rounded emargina­
tion. Aedeagus (Figs 17-20): median lobe 
long and narrow, straight along most of its 
length, curved ventrad only in the basal part; 
ventro-apical area with moderately deep 
emargination and projecting lobe of charac­
teristic hook-like shape; paramere with 
pedicellum very graduallyexpandinginto the 
moderately broadened apical portion. 
Sclerites of internal sac consisting of one en­
tire, well sclerotized, symmetrical, large piece 
and two min u teweakl ysclerotized irregulari­
ties. 

Etymology. The name (lat.: secret, con­
cealed) refers to the great external similarity 
with related species. 

Comparison. Because of external similarity 
and variability of sizes and proportions of 
both species, 0. latens sp. n. may be distin­
guished from 0. cerceticus Coiff. only by the 
structure of aedeagus: relatively thinner and 
less curved median lobe; narrower apical 
portion of paramere; different shape of the 
emargination and projecting lobe in the ven­
tro-apical area of median Jobe; different 
shape of sclerotized internal structures. 0. 
latens is on the average paler (brownish 
black) than the black 0. cerceticus; the legs 
of 0. latens are distinctly paler than the rest 
of the body, whereas the legs (except tarsi) 
of 0. cerceticus are as black as the body. 

Distribution. Western Transcaucasia and 
central area of the Lesser Caucasus. 

Bionomics. The specimen from the Kodor­
sky range was collected at an altitude of 
2500 m (subalpine-alpine zone). 

Remarks. No characters to separate 0. 
latens sp. n. from the similar 0. cerceticus 
Coiff. have been found in the form and chae­
totaxy of female genital segment. Therefore 
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Figs 21-28. Ocypus saevus sp. n.: 21, forebody; 22, punctation of the forebody; 23, aedeagus in lateral left view; 24, 
same in ventral view; 25, same in lateral right view; 26, apical portion of the aedeagus in lateral left view; 27, same 
in ventral view; 28, same in lateral right view. Scales: 1 mm.

separation of the females of O. latens and O. 
cerceticus is difficult. Both males and fe­
males of O. latens possess not more than 2 
spines on the lateral face of the anterior tibia 

in its apical part. This character, however, 
may prevent a possible confusion of the fe­
males of O. latens with the females of O. 
nero (Fald.).
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Figs 29-32. Ocypus trapezensis Coiff.: 29, forebody; 30, punctation of the forebody; 31, aedeagus; 32, apical portion 
of the aedeagus in lateral view. Scales: 1 mm.

Ocypus saevus sp. n.
(Figs 21-28)

Holotype, o*, Western Georgia, Egrissky range, 
Mt. Khvira, 1000-1300 m, 30.V. 1988, leg. B. Kataev 
(ZIN).

Paratypes. Western Georgia: 1 o*, 1 ?, same data 
as holotype (ZIN); 2 9, Kodorsky range SE of Sak- 
eni, 2500 m, 4.V. 1989, leg. B. Kataev (cKab); 1 o', 1 
?, Mt. Khvira, upper flow of river Djarala, 
4.VI. 1988, leg. I. Belousov (cGus); 2 9, same data 
but leg. B. Kataev (cKab); lo*, 1 9, same locality,
2000 m, 2-3.VII.1991, leg. I. Belousov; 1 9, Mt. Ok- 
hachkue N of Tali, 2000 m, 2.VII.1991, leg. I. Be­
lousov (cGus.); 1 9, same locality and collector, but
1500 m, 4. V.1989 (IZK); o', SE slopes of Akiba range 
between mounts Gvalaya and Okhachkue, 8.V. 1991,
leg. A. Solodovnikov (cSol).

Comparative material examined. O. trapezensis 
Coiff.: 1 o', Anatolia bor., Heinz leg./ Zigana pass 
bei Mackaca. 2200 m/ St. (Ocypus) trapezensis 
Coiff. Smetana det. 1978; O. ponticus Smet.: Ana­
tolia bor. Heinz leg./ Pass stidl. Ikizdere, 1500-2500 
m/ Ocypus ponticus det. A. Smetana 1978; O. frater 
Smet.: 1 o', Abant-Geb. bei Bolu, As. min., leg. H. 
Korge 20.V. 1964/ Paratypus Ocypus frater 1964 
Smetana det.; O. heinzi Smet.: 1 o', Anatolia bor., 
Heinz leg./ Iglaz dagl., 1800-2200 m, 23.7.1963/ Pa­
ratypus Ocypus heinzi 1964 Smetana det.; 1 9, 
Iglazdag Gebirge, As. m. sept., V.63 1g. Schweiger/ 
zone der Abies bornmulleriana Walder, 1800-2000 m/ 
Ocypus heinzi Smet. Smetana det. 1978.

Description. Measurements and ratios 
(range, arithmetic mean; n - 12): HL: 3.3- 
4.0 (3.7); HW: 4.4-5.9 (5.0); PL: 3.6-4.4 (4.0); 
PW: 3.7-4.5 (4.0); EL: 3.0-3.9 (3.4); EW: 4.0- 
5.0 (4.5); FB: 10.1-12.0 (11.2); TL: 20.0-27.5 
(23.6); HL/HW: 0.68-0.75 (0.73); PL/PW: 
0.97-1.05 (0.99); EL/EW: 0.71-0.81(0.76); 
HW/PW: 1.19-1.31 (1.24).

Body black, with faint dull glance; palpi,
3-4 apical antennomeres, tarsi (especially an­
terior) and anterior tibiae paler: brownish.

Head large and wide, with flat, moderately 
small eyes and broadly rounded hind angles; 
temples narrowed posteriad,/about 3 times 
as long as longitudinal diameter of eye (Fig. 
21). Hind supraorbital setiferous pore situ­
ated at equal distance from or closer to hind 
margin of head than to posterior margin of 
eye. One male specimen with additional 
large setiferous puncture equidistant be­
tween posterior margin of eye and supraor­
bital pore. Punctation of discal area moder­
ately dense and coarse, on lateral sides and 
hind area denser, on the fronto-clypeal area 
sparser; more or less distinct narrow longitu­
dinal median stripe impunctate. Interspaces 
with minute isodiametric microsculpture. 
Pubescence contiguous, brownish.



322 A. Yu. Solodovnikov: Ocypusfrom the Cauca��1s • ZOOSYST. ROSSICA Vol. 8

Antennomeres: 3 somewhat longer than 2, 
4-10 gradually becoming shorter towards the
apex of antenna, 9 and 10 as wide as long.

Pronotum in average as long as wide, in­
distinctly longer but much narrower than 
head, widest before the middle, sometimes 
seems more or less parallel-sided; anterior 
angles distinct; posterior angles rounded but 
distinct (Fig. 21); Punctation as on the discal 
area of head (Fig. 22), denser on frontal cor­
ners; impunctate longitudinal median stripe 
distinct from the middle to the posterior 
margin of pronotum. Microsculpture and 
pubescence as on the head. 

Anterior tarsomeres 1-4 widened in both 
sexes. 

Scutellum with very dense punctation; pu­
bescence as on the elytra. 

Elytra short, shorter and slightly wider 
than pronotum (Fig. 21), roughly granu­
lated, with dense (denser than on the head 
and pronotum) pubescence. Each elytron 
with two dorsal and three lateral large setif­
erous pores. 

Wings vestigial. 
Abdomen widest in the area of segments 

5-6; tergite 7 without apical seam of palisade
fringe on posterior margin; punctation of
tergites shallow, dense at basal segments,
gradually becoming sparser towards the
apex of abdomen; interspaces with mostly
transverse irregularities; pubescence as on
the elytra.

d': Posterior margin of sternite 8 with shal­
low, acute emargination. Aedeagus (Figs 23-
28) very asymmetrical: median lobe of compli­
cate construction in the apical portion (Figs
26-28); paramere curved latero-dorsally, with
pointed apex, with 9-11 large apical setae in
characteristic arrangement; internal sac with
sclerotized structure (Figs 26-28).

Etymology. The name (lat.: fierce, fero­
cious) refers to the predacious mode of life 
and habitus of the beetle. 

Comparison. In the habitus and in the 
aedeagus structure, 0. saevus sp. n. is most 
similar to 0. ponticus Smet. and 0. trapezen­
sis Coiff. (Figs 29-32), but may be readily 
distinguished from the mentioned species 
both externally and by the structure of 
aedeagus. Externally, 0. saevus is separated 
by the considerably sparser and larger punc­
tation of the forebody (compare Figs 22 and 
30) and by the on the average larger body
size. The aedeagus of the new species differs
from that of 0. trapezensis in the distinctly
narrower and more curved dorso-laterally
paramere, somewhat different shape of the

apical portion, and distinctly shorter arms of 
the scletotized structure in the internal sac. 
From the somewhat similar 0. forjicularius 
(Motsch.), widely distributed in the Cau­
casus and Northern Anatolia, 0. saevus may 
be readily distinguished by the larger size, 
relatively larger head, less coarse punctation 
and less glossy surface of interspaces and the 
structure of the aedeagus (for the illustration 
of the aedeagus of 0. forficularius see 
Smetana, 1965 ( 0. korgei Smetana), Coiffait, 
1974 (0. gracilicornis Hochh.) and Solo­
dovnikov, 1998b). 

Distribution. Kodorsky and Egrissky ranges 
in the Western Georgia. 

Bionomics. All specimens were collected 
under stones in the forest, subalpine and al­
pine zones at the altitudes between 1000 and 
2500 m. 
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