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Distinctive characters and new data about distribution of two species of the genus Pen-
tagonica Schmidt-Göbel, 1846 in Russia are provided.
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Pentagonica Schmidt-Göbel, 1846 is the largest
genus of the tribe Pentagonicini, with about 85
species distributed mainly in the tropical, partly
subtropical zones of the western and eastern he-
mispheres, with predominance in SE Asia, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Although Bousquet
(2003) in the recent catalogue of Palaearctic
Coleoptera did not list Russia among the areas
of distribution of the tribe Pentagonicini, one
species of Pentagonica, P. angulosa Bates, 1883,
has been reported from southern Primorsk Terri-
tory and southern Kuril Islands (Kryzhanovskij
et al., 1975; Kryzhanovskij, 1983; Lafer, 1989;
Kryzhanovskij et al., 1995). During my trip to
the Far East of Russia in 2003, I collected two
species of Pentagonica in the western part of
Jewish Autonomous Province. In addition to P.
angulosa, I found also P. daimiella Bates, 1892,
a species widely distributed in E Asia. It was al-
ready reported from “Siberia or. [actually Jew-
ish Autonomous Province]: Sotka Gora, leg. Bo-
demeyer” by Jedlièka (1952), however later he
(1963) and other authors did not include “East
Siberia” in the geographical range of this spe-
cies. The discovery of two species of Pentagoni-
ca in Jewish Autonomous Province was not un-
expected since the fauna of the southwestern
slopes of the Malyi Khingan Mountain Range and
the adjacent lands along the Amur River, where
P. angulosa and P. daimiella were found, includes
many southern elements and is very similar in
this respect to the fauna of the south of the Pri-
morsk Territory though located almost 700 km
to the north (see, for example, Lafer & Morozin-
skij, 1992). It should be reminded that Harpalus
tangutorum Kataev, 1993, which is widely dis-
tributed in the northern and central provinces of
China, was also found in Russia only near Pa-
shkovo village at the southwestern slopes of
Malyi Khingan. The purpose of this paper is to
make known new data about distribution of P.

angulosa and P. daimiella and provide distinc-
tive characters of these species.

The following abbreviation is used in the pa-
per: ZISP – Zoological Institute, Russian Acade-
my of Sciences, St.Petersburg, Russia.

Key to species of Pentagonica of the Russian fauna

1. Pronotum light reddish brown, with sides evenly
rounded in basal half up to laterobasal sinuation (Fig.
1). Antennae densely pubescent from 5th article. Ely-
tral striae very fine, superficial, smooth or indistinct-
ly punctate. Elytral sutural angle acute, sharp, some-
times denticulate at apex. Median lobe of aedeagus
as in Figs 2-5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . P. daimiella

– Pronotum dark brown to black, with sides each form-
ing an obtuse angle before laterobasal sinuation
(Fig. 8). Antennae densely pubescent from 4th article.
Elytral striae clearly deepened, distinctly punctate. Ely-
tral sutural angle almost right, rounded at apex. Medi-
an lobe of aedeagus as in Figs 6, 7  . . . . . .  P. angulosa

Pentagonica daimiella Bates, 1892
(Figs 1-5)

Pentagonica daimiella Bates, 1892: 426.

Material. Russia, Jewish Autonomous Prov.: 1 M, ca
5 km NE of Pashkovo, 11.VII.2003, B. Kataev leg. (ZISP).

Distribution. Described from Nagasaki (Japan).
The species is widely distributed over eastern
Asia. It is known from northern India, China, Ko-
rea, Far East of Russia (see above), and Japan.
Although Bousquet (2003) cited P. daimiella
within China only from Fujian, Yunnan and Tai-
wan, this species seems to be rather widely dis-
tributed in this country. In the collections of ZISP
and the Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy
of Sciences (Beijing, China), I examined speci-
mens also from Zhejiang, Jiangxi, Shaanxi, Si-
chuan, Hubei, Guizhou, and Guangxi.

Remarks. The external characters of P. daimiel-
la seem to be rather constant throughout the geo-
graphical range of the species but the shape of
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the apical capitulum of the median lobe of the
aedeagus is slightly variable in the examined
specimens (Figs 3, 5). The nature of this varia-
tion, however, is obscure and invites further in-
vestigation.

Pentagonica angulosa Bates, 1883
(Figs 6-8)

Pentagonica angulosa Bates, 1883: 286.

Material. Russia: Jewish Autonomous Prov.: 1 M,
Radde env., Lagor River, 13-14.VII.2003, B. Kataev leg.
(ZISP); Primorsk Terr.: 1 M, Ussuriysk env., Gorno-Taezh-
naya Station, at light, 21.VIII.1985, S. Sinev leg. (ZISP);
2 F; Lazovskiy Nature Reserve, between Proselochnyi
cordon and Glazkovka, 7.VII.2005, K. Nadein leg.

Distribution. Described from Japan, where it
is distributed from Hokkaido to the Ryukyus. It
is known also from the Far East of Russia: Jew-
ish Autonomous Province, Primorsk Territory,
and southern Kurils (Kunashir Island).

Figs 1-8. Pentagonica. 1-5, P. daimiella (1-3, Pashkovo env., Russia; 4, 5, Tokunoshima Is., Japan); 6-8, P. angulosa
(Radde env., Russia). 1, 8, right half of pronotum; 2, 4, 6, median lobe of aedeagus, dorsal aspect; 3, 5, 7, same, lateral
aspect. Scales: 0.5 mm; A (Figs 1, 8), B (Figs 2-7).
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