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First record of Hebrus ruficeps (Heteroptera: Hebridae) from the Caucasus

Первая находка Hebrus ruficeps (Heteroptera: Hebridae) на Кавказе
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Abstract. Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871 (Heteroptera: Hebridae) is recorded for the Cau-
casus for the first time from a Sphagnum peat bog in the Kabardino-Balkaria Republic.

Резюме. Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871 (Heteroptera: Hebridae) впервые обнаружен на 
Кавказе, в сфагновом болоте Кабардино-Балкарии.
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Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871, a spe-
cies of the velvet water bugs (Hebridae), is widely dis-
tributed in Europe, in particular, recorded from Esto-
nia, Latvia, Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, as well as from 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan (Andersen, 1995). The 
known range of this species in Russia covers the Eu-
ropean part from the Republic of Karelia, Leningrad 
and Novgorod Provinces in the north up to Kursk, Vo-
ronezh and Samara Provinces in the south; in Siberia, 
it was recorded from the Irkutsk Province and Primor-
skiy Territory (Kanyukova, 1997, 2006; Vinokurov et 
al., 2010).

This year I found H. ruficeps in a mountain Sphag-
num peat bog in the Kabardino-Balkaria Republic, 
and this is the first record of the species in the Cauca-
sus. This finding allows to assume that the postglacial 
colonisation is the most likely way for the species has 
penetrated into the Caucasus region.

Material examined. Three specimens, Russia, Ka-
bar dino-Balkaria Republic, Verkhnyaya Balkaria vill. 
environs, Sphagnum peat bog (No 2), 43°05'52''N 
43°28'41''E, 1783 m alt., 7 June 2018, coll. A. Prokin. 
The material is deposited in the collection of the Pa-

panin Institute for Biology of Inland Waters, Russian 
Academy of Scien ces, Borok (IBIW).

Acknowledgements

The subject of this paper was defined and partly 
supported by the Russian Foundation for Basis Re-
search (project No. 18-04-00988). The study was car-
ried out as a part of the Russian state research project 
No. АААА-А18-118012690105-0.

References
Andersen N.M. 1995. Infraorder Gerromorpha Po-

pov, 1971 – semiaquatic bugs. In: Aukema B. & 
Rieger Ch. (Eds). Catalogue of the Heteroptera of 
the Palaearctic Region, 1: 77–114. Amsterdam: The 
Netherlands Entomological Society.

Kanyukova E.V. 1997. Hebridae of Russia and adja-
cent countries (Heteriptera). Zoosystematica Ros-
sica, 6(1/2): 223–236.

Kanyukova E.V. 2006. Vodnye poluzhestkokrylye 
nasekomye (Heteroptera: Nepomorpha, Gerromor-

https://doi.org/10.31610/zsr/2018.27.2.259
mailto:prokina@mail.ru
http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:8330ECFD-56CF-4180-84BE-477416B644F9


A. Prokin. First record of Hebrus ruficeps from the Caucasus

( Zoosystematica Rossica, Vol. 27, No. 2, pp. 259–260260

pha) fauny Rossii i sopredel’nykh stran [Aquatic 
and semiaquatic Bugs (Heteroptera: Nepomorpha, 
Gerromorpha) of the fauna of Russia and neighbor-
ing countries]. Vladivostok: Dal’nauka. 279 p. (In 
Russian).

Vinokurov N.N., Kanyukova E.V. & Golub V.B. 
2010. Katalog poluzhestkokrylykh nasekomykh 
(Heteroptera) aziatskoy chasti Rossii [Catalogue of 
the Heteroptera of Asian part of Russia]. Novosi-
birsk: Nauka. 320 p. (In Russian).

Received 10 November 2018 / Accepted 28 November 2018. Editorial responsibility: D.A. Gapon


