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Vladimir Mikhailovich Loskot died of Covid- 
19 related complications in a hospital in St Peters-
burg, Russia, on 15 May 2021 at the age of 82. He 
was a Ukrainian/Russian ornithologist, leading 
research fellow at the Zoological Institute of Rus-
sian Academy of Sciences and the last represent-
ative of the classic ornithological systematics at 
the Zoological Institute. An ethnic Ukrainian, he 
grew up, received his zoological training and spent 
the former half of his life and carrier in Kyiv (Kiev) 
and the latter half in Leningrad / St Petersburg; 
both these cities consider him their citizen.

Vladimir Mikhailovich Loskot was born on  
24 August 1938 in the village of Kobzarivka in the 
Kharkiv Province (Ukraine). In 1960, he gradu-
ated from the Department of Vertebrate Zoology 
of Taras Shevchenko Kyiv State University (today 
Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv), 
where he was trained by the well-known mammol-
ogist Prof. Alexander Korneyev (1903–1987) and 
the leading Ukrainian ornithologists Prof. Alex-
ander Kistiakivsky (Kistiakowsky) (1904–1983) 
and Prof. Mikhail Voinstvensky (1916–1996). 
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After graduation, Vladimir Loskot first worked at 
the Zoological Museum of Ukrainian Academy of 
Sciences, after that at the Department of Zoology of 
Kyiv University, and since 1964, at the Vertebrate 
Department of the I.I. Schmalhausen Institute 
of Zoology of Ukrainian Academy of Sciences in 
Kyiv. At that time, Vladimir made many field trips 
and expeditions in Ukraine, to the Caucasus and 
to the arid areas of Kazakhstan and Middle Asia, 
where he proved to be a brilliant field zoologist. In 
1974, he obtained his PhD (Candidate of Sciences 
degree) for the thesis ‘Chats and wheatears in the 
fauna of the USSR’, devoted to the distribution, 
taxonomy and biology of one of the most difficult 
groups of songbirds, in respect of both complex 
taxonomy and accessibility of many species.

After his PhD defence, Vladimir Loskot spent 
two years as a junior researcher at the Schmal-
hausen Institute of Zoology of Ukrainian Acad-
emy of Sciences, and thereafter followed the invi-
tation by Prof. Konstantin Yudin (1912–1980) to 
the Zoological Institute of Academy of Sciences 
of the USSR in Leningrad (today St Petersburg), 
where he worked for the following 44 years. Here 
he continued to study the fauna, geographical dis-
tribution, ecology and systematics of Palaearctic 
birds, mainly passerines. With his characteristic 
energy, clear focus and meticulousness, Loskot 
worked on the problem of the species and studied 
within-species variation and speciation in song-
birds, with a special focus on secondary contact 
zones and hybridisation of closely related forms. 
He performed fieldwork in many areas of the 
former Soviet Union, including the more remote 
ones: in Ukraine, in the Caucasus, Kazakhstan, 
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, in southern Siberia (Al-
tai, Tuva, Lake Baikal), in the Russian Far East 
(Amur River) and in the southern Kuril Islands. 
During his expeditions, Loskot collected large im-
portant material of thousands of bird skins, which 
is now kept at the Zoological Institute in St Pe-
tersburg and at the I.I. Schmalhausen Institute of 
Zoology in Kyiv.

In 1993, Dr Loskot presented and defended his 
habilitation thesis (Doctor of Sciences Disserta-
tion) ‘Within-species variation and divergence of 
closely related Palaearctic passerines (the case of 
less studied species)’, in which he emphasised the 
importance of the subspecies as a taxonomic cate-
gory that reflects population differentiation at cer-

tain stages of speciation. It was typical of Vladimir 
Loskot to study rare and understudied species oc-
curring in remote areas, as well as highly variable 
species. He studied in much detail such species 
and subspecies as Eastern Black-eared Wheatear 
[Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca (Güldenstädt, 
1775)], Red-tailed Wheatear [Oenanthe chryso-
pygia (De Filippi, 1863)], Common Nightingale 
[Luscinia megarhynchos (Brehm, 1831)], Sombre 
Tit (Poecile lugubris Temminck, 1820), Pallas’ 
Bunting [Schoeniclus pallasi (Cabanis, 1851)], 
Radde’s Accentor [Prunella ocularis (Radde, 
1884)], Desert Lark [Ammomanes deserti (Licht-
enstein, 1823)], Sulphur-bellied Warbler [Phyllo-
scopus griseolus (Blyth, 1847)], Caucasian Great 
Rosefinch [Carpodacus rubicilla rubicilla (Gul-
denstadt, 1775)]. Vladimir Loskot described a 
new subspecies of Caucasian Chiffchaff (Phyllo-
scopus collybita caucasicus Loskot, 1991), Central 
Siberian Pale Martin (Riparia diluta gavrilovi Lo-
skot, 2001) and coauthored in the description of a 
new species of Brazilian Tapaculo, Scytalopus no-
torius Raposo, Stopiglia, Loskot et Kirwan, 2006. 
He redescribed and revised a number of passerine 
taxa, in particular, demonstrated the species sta-
tus of the Caspian Tit, Poecile hyrcanus (Zarudny 
et Loudon, 1905).

Vladimir Loskot followed the current ornitho-
logical literature very closely, was often rather 
critical about publications and was always very 
particular about his own published works. Loskot 
invested much effort into publishing 18 issues 
of Atlas der Verbreitung palaearktischer Vögel 
(1978–1992) in Berlin. He also edited ornitho-
logical volumes of the Proceedings of the Zoolog-
ical Institute (a journal since 2008, non-periodic 
monographic issues and collections of papers be-
fore that) and prepared 192 entries for the recent 
edition of the Great Russian Encyclopedia (2004–
2017).

One of the coauthors (A.M. Peklo) was work-
ing on the catalogue of the oological collection 
of passerines of the National Museum of Natural 
History at the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine, and Vladimir Loskot kept saying that 
this work had to be completed. He agreed to be 
the scientific editor of that volume and wrote an 
essay about the founder of the museum’s collection 
of bird eggs Vitaly Zubarovsky, who was his good 
friend. Vladimir Loskot even donated his own 
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funds to facilitate publication of that book, which 
was then published in 2018.

Vladimir Loskot’s activity in conservation of 
scientific collections deserves special praise. Al-
ready in his early years in Kyiv, he was a devoted 
taxonomist, faunist and biogeographer and had al-
most sacred attitude towards scientific collections 
and their exceptional value for research, which 
only increases with time. He has always been very 
particular about bird collections and museum 
specimens. Many bird mounts in the Zoological 
Museum in Kyiv are made by Loskot. Loskot pre-
pared collection skins very well and could ‘save’ 
badly damaged specimens, which other workers 
abandoned as hopeless. He paid a lot of attention 
to conservation of a most diverse collection of 
birds at the Zoological Institute, which has been 
maintained in good condition largely due to his ef-
forts. One of his achievements was replacing many 
collection vaults at the Department of Ornitholo-
gy, which made the collection more safe and easy 
to work with. 

In 1993–2007, Vladimir Loskot was the cu-
rator of the scientific collection of the Zoological 
Institute as a whole, not just the birds, and paid 
significant attention to the collections on other 
animal groups. Curator work, which included not 
just everyday routine work with specimens, but 
also intense correspondence with colleagues from 
around the world, took a lot of time at the expense 
of Vladimir’s own research. In many cases when 
visiting scientists had a tight schedule, Loskot 
would stay at the department until 11 p.m. in or-
der to give a colleague an opportunity to do more 
during their short visit. He was always most help-
ful, shared valuable advice and helped to locate 
necessary literature sources in real time.

Vladimir Loskot was a person who knew very 
clearly since his childhood who he would become, 
and purposefully carried out his plans. He has 
been passionate about birds throughout his entire 
life and was one of the most respected avian taxon-
omists in the former Soviet Union. His most char-
acteristic personal feature was his selfless service 
to science. He was a very modest, to some extent 

sentimental person, spoke in a low voice, a little 
tongue-tied, never emphasised his successes, did 
not climb into the front ranks, rejoiced at the suc-
cesses of others and tacitly condemned the desire 
to use science for career advancement rather than 
for comprehension of the truth. He himself pos-
sessed deep knowledge, until his last days close-
ly followed the current literature on ornithology 
and evolutionary theory in several languages. On 
a number of issues of taxonomy and the problem of 
the species, he adhered to somewhat conservative 
views. He did not really embrace the cladistics 
or conclusions based on the molecular analysis of 
single genes, especially when they clearly deviated 
from the established system. Loskot himself was 
determined that in matters of taxonomy, a thor-
ough study of the material is necessary with an 
understanding of the weight of the characters. He 
also strived for the stability of the system, which 
should only be changed for good reasons. This 
was consistent with his personal views based on 
a thorough, unhurried approach. He clearly fa-
voured the biological species concept, following 
the footsteps of Ernst Mayr, rather than the phy-
logenetic species concept.

After the passing of his beloved wife, a well-
known entomologist Dr Vera Richter, his physical 
and psychological condition declined. He mostly 
worked from home, came to the Zoological Insti-
tute in the afternoon and remained as late as was 
possible for security reasons. An escape from lone-
liness was provided by his passion towards music, 
avian pets and certainly by systematic ornithol-
ogy. Vladimir loved songbirds and always kept 
some at home. Until his last days, he had a Crested 
Lark, a Woodlark, a Goldfinch and a Linnet. Dur-
ing the lockdown in 2020–2021, Vladimir worked 
from home, and even after the lockdown was lift-
ed, he practiced social distancing with rigour.

An amazing, extraordinary, very respectable 
and a little old-fashioned person and a scientist 
with a most responsible attitude to his work passed 
away. The sudden death of Vladimir Mikhailovich 
Loskot for us, his colleagues, was a heavy blow. 
We are going to miss him.

Figs 1–3. Photos of V.M. Loskot. 1, 2, Vladimir at his first pigeon house on Millionnaya Street in Kyiv, 1950–1951; 
3, Vladimir and his son Yuriy in Koncha-Zaspa near Kyiv, 1975. Photo on p. 154: V.M. Loskot at the Department 
of Ornithology of Zoological Institute, St Petersburg, 6 September 2001 (photo by A.B. Egorov).
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Figs 4–7. Photos of V.M. Loskot. 4, expedition to Transbaikalia (Nerchinskiy Zavod Village in Chita Province), 
possibly 1975; 5, recording bird’s voice during field trip (1980ies); 6, trip to the USA (Ocean City), 1998; 7, with 
G.B. Bakhtadze at the Department of Ornithology of Zoological Institute, St Petersburg, in winter 2007/2008 
(photo by P.V. Kijashko).
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The list of publications by V.M. Loskot
(compiled by A.S. Sergeeva*, Ya.A. Red’kin &  
A.A. Przhiboro*)

Notes. References are arranged chronologically by 
year and mostly alphabetically within each year. Con-
ference abstracts are not included if they are followed 
by full-text publications with the same or very similar 
title. The entries for the Great Russian Encyclopedia 
authored by V.M. Loskot are given as Electronic sup-
plementary material (see Addenda).

1959

Loskot V.M. 1959. On the biological significance of 
birdsong. In: Tezisy 2-y Vsesoyuznoy nauchnoy 
konferentsii studentov–biologov, posvyashchennoy 
pamyati Zh. Lamarka i Ch. Darvina [Abstracts of 
the 2nd All-Union scientific conference of biology 
students in memory of J. Lamarck and C. Darwin]: 
47–48. Moscow. (In Russian).

1962

Kistiakowsky A.B., Smogorzewski L.A. & Loskot 
V.M. 1962. New data on the northern border of the 
Manchurian fauna. In: Materialy III Vsesoyuznoy 
ornitologicheskoy konferentsii [Proceedings of the 
third All-Union ornithological conference], 2: 25–
26. L’viv. (In Russian).

1964

Frantsevich L.I. & Loskot V.M. 1964. Influence of 
temperature on the toxicity of insecticides to larvae 
of mosquito Aedes aegypti L. Dopovidi AN URSR, 
3: 401–403. (In Ukrainian).

1967

Frantsevich L.I. & Loskot V.M. 1967. Kinetics of ac-
tion of insecticides subjected to detoxifying. Farma-
kologiya i Toksikologiya, 1: 105–109. (In Russian).

Frantsevich L.I. & Loskot V.M. 1967. Sensitivity 
of mosquito larvae (Culicidae) of some districts of 
the Ukrainian SSR to pesticides. Vestnik Zoologii, 
1967(1): 47–52. (In Russian).

Sharpilo V.P. & Loskot V.M. 1967. On the new re-
cords of the trematode Collyriclum faba (Brems-
er, 1831) in the USSR territory. Vestnik Zoologii, 
1967(1): 75–78. (In Russian).

1969

Loskot V.M. 1969. Acoustic reflector for recording 
bird voices in nature. In: Voinstvensky M.A. & 

* Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences (Russia).

Abelentsev V.I. (Eds). Izucheniye resursov nazem-
nykh pozvonochnykh fauny Ukrainy: materialy re-
spublikanskogo koordinatsionnogo soveshchaniya 
po probleme “Biologicheskiye osnovy osvoyeniya, 
preobrazovaniya i okhrany zhivotnogo mira” [Study 
of terrestrial vertebrate fauna resources of Ukraine: 
Proceedings of the national coordination meeting 
on the problem “Biological basis of development, 
transformation and protection of fauna”]: 64–66. 
Kyiv: Naukova Dumka. (In Russian).

Loskot V.M. 1969. Distribution of the Isabelline 
Wheatear in the territory of the Ukrainian SSR. 
In: Ibid.: 67–68. (In Russian).

Loskot V.M. 1969. Nesting of wheatears in the cul-
tural landscape. In: Isakov Yu.A. & Rakhilin 
V.K. (Eds). Sinantropizatsiya i domestikatsiya 
zhivotnogo naseleniya: materialy k soveshchaniyu 
19–20 noyabrya 1969 g. [Synanthropisation and 
domestication of animal populations: Proceedings 
of a meeting on 19–20 November 1969]: 44–46. 
Moscow: Moscow Society of Naturalists. (In Rus-
sian).

Loskot V.M. 1969. On the distribution of the Com-
mon Rock-thrush Monticola saxatilis (L.) in Tran-
scarpathia. Zbirnyk Prats’ Zoologichnogo Muzeyu 
AN URSR, 33: 110–112. (In Ukrainian). https://
doi.org/10.1271/bbb1961.33.110

Loskot V.M. 1969. Some traits of nest building in 
wheatears. In: Materialy V Vsesoyuznoy ornito-
logicheskoy konferentsii [Proceedings of the fifth 
All-Union ornithological conference], 2: 380–383. 
Ashkhabad. (In Russian).

1971

Loskot V.M. 1971. Notes on some birds of Badkhyz. 
Zbirnyk Prats’ Zoologichnogo Muzeyu AN URSR, 
34: 97–99. (In Ukrainian).

1972

Loskot V.M. 1972. Intraspecific variability and sys-
tematics of the Variable Wheater Oenanthe picata 
(Blyth). Vestnik Zoologii, 1972(4): 28–34. (In Rus-
sian).

1973

Loskot V.M. 1973. Geographical variability in Euro-
pean-Asian populations of the Northern Wheatear 
Oenanthe oenanthe (L.). Zbirnyk Prats’ Zoologich-
nogo Muzeyu AN URSR, 35: 72–77. (In Ukrainian).

Loskot V.M. & Petrusenko O.A. 1973. Feeding of 
the Mountain Desert Wheatear Oenanthe deserti 
oreophila (Oberh.) in the Pamirs. Zbirnyk Prats’ 
Zoologichnogo Muzeyu AN URSR, 35: 78–79. (In 
Ukrainian).

https://doi.org/10.1271/bbb1961.33.110
https://doi.org/10.1271/bbb1961.33.110
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1974

Loskot V.M. & Petrusenko O.A. 1974. On feeding 
of the Red-rumped Wheatear (Oenanthe xantho-
prymna Hempr. et Her.) in Badakhshan. Vestnik 
Zoologii, 1974(5): 59–65. (In Russian).

1975

Grachik R., Fedorenko A.P., Loskot V.M. & Chu-
prin S.L. 1975. Introduction of the Common 
Blackbird from Poznan to Kyiv. Vestnik Zoologii, 
1975(5): 29–32. (In Russian).

1976

Loskot V.M. 1976. On systematic position of the 
Black-eared Wheatear and the Pied Wheatear. 
Zbirnyk Prats’ Zoologichnogo Muzeyu AN URSR, 
36: 84–89. (In Russian).

1977

Loskot V.M. 1977. On the species status of the Hyr-
canian Tit Parus hyrcanus (Sar. et Loud.). Vestnik 
Zoologii, 1977(4): 28–31. (In Russian).

Loskot V.M. 1977. Systematic review of species of the 
genus Oenanthe (Vieill.) in the USSR fauna. In: 
Tezisy dokladov VII Vsesoyuznoy ornitologicheskoy 
konferentsii [Abstracts of the seventh All-Union or-
nithological conference], 1: 15–17. Kyiv. (In Russian).

1978

Loskot V.M. 1978. Hyrcanian Tit, Parus hyrcanus 
(Sarudny et Loudon). In: Loskot V.M. (Ed.). Sis-
tematika i biologiya redkikh i maloizuchennykh ptits 
[Systematics and biology of rare and understudied 
birds]. Trudy Zoologicheskogo instituta AN SSSR, 
76: 46–60. Leningrad: Zoological Institute of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences. (In Russian).

Loskot W.M. & Vietinghoff-Scheel E., v. 1978. Oe-
nanthe xanthoprymna (Hemprich u. Ehrenberg). 
In: Dathe H. & Neufeldt I.A. (Eds). Atlas der 
Verbreitung palaearktischer Vögel, Lieferung 7. 5 p. 
Berlin: Akademie–Verlag. [separate unnumbered 
pages in folder]

1980

Loskot W.M. & Vietinghoff-Scheel E., v. 1980. Oe-
nanthe picata (Blyth). In: Dathe H. & Neufeldt 
I.A. (Eds). Atlas der Verbreitung palaearktischer 
Vögel, Lieferung 8. 7 p. Berlin: Akademie–Verlag. 
[separate unnumbered pages in folder] https://doi.
org/10.1515/9783112522141-008

1981

Loskot V.M. 1981. On subspecies of the Common 
Nightingale (Luscinia megarhynchos Brehm). In: 

Neufeldt I.A. (Ed.). Filogeniya i sistematika ptits 
[Phylogeny and systematics of birds]. Trudy Zoo-
logicheskogo instituta AN SSSR, 102: 62–71. Lenin-
grad: Zoological Institute of the USSR Academy of 
Sciences. (In Russian).

Loskot W.M. & Vietinghoff-Scheel E., v. 1981. Oe-
nanthe alboniger (Hume). In: Dathe H. & Neufeldt 
I.A. (Eds). Atlas der Verbreitung palaearktischer 
Vögel, Lieferung 9. 4 p. Berlin: Akademie–Verlag. 
[separate unnumbered pages in folder]

Loskot W.M. & Vietinghoff-Scheel E., v. 1981. Oe-
nanthe monacha (Temminck). In: Ibid. 4 p. [sepa-
rate unnumbered pages in folder]

1982

Darevsky I.S. & Loskot V.M. 1982. Laboratory of 
ornithology and herpethology. In: Yur’ev K.B & 
Stepan’yants S.D. (Eds). Zoologicheskiy institut. 
150 let [Zoological Institute of the Academy of Sci-
ences of the USSR. 150 years]: 68–83. Leningrad: 
Nauka. (In Russian).

Loskot V.M. 1982. Morphism and hybridisation of 
wheatears Oenanthe hispanica and Oenanthe 
pleshanka. In: XVIII mezhdunarodnyy ornitologi-
cheskiy kongress. Tezisy dokladov [XVIII Inter-
national Ornithological Congress. Abstracts]: 70. 
Moscow. (In Russian).

Loskot V.M. 1982. Parus hyrcanus (Sar. et Loud.) – 
a distinct species. In: Gavrilov V.M. & Potapov 
R.L. (Eds). Ornithological studies in the USSR: 
Collection of papers, 1: 24–30. Moscow: Nauka 
Publ.

1983

Loskot V.M. 1983. Biology of the Eastern Black-
eared Wheatear, Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca 
(Guld.), in the USSR. In: Loskot V.M. (Ed.). Issle-
dovaniya po morfologii i biologii ptits [Studies on 
the morphology and biology of birds]. Trudy Zoo-
logicheskogo instituta AN SSSR, 116: 79–107. Len-
ingrad: Zoological Institute of the USSR Academy 
of Sciences. (In Russian).

1984

Loskot V.M. 1984. Biology of the Red-rumped Whea-
tear (Oenanthe xanthoprymna Hempr. et Her.) in 
Badakhshan. In: Narzikulov M.N. (Ed.). Prirod-
nyye resursy i zapovednyy fond Tadzhikistana 
[Natural resources and nature reserve fund of Ta-
jikistan], 1: 157–173. Dushanbe: Donish. (In Rus-
sian).

Loskot V.M. & Potapov R.L. 1984. Trapping and 
keeping birds. Okhota i Okhotnich’e Khozyaystvo, 
12: 20–21. (In Russian).

https://doi.org/10.1515/9783112522141-008
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783112522141-008
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1986

Loskot V.M. 1986. Geographical variability of the 
Pallas’s Reed Bunting Emberiza pallasi (Cab.) and 
its taxonomic assessment. In: Neufeldt I.A. (Ed.). 
Rasprostraneniye i biologiya ptits Altaya i Dal’ne-
go Vostoka [Distribution and biology of birds in 
the Altai and the Far East]. Trudy Zoologicheskogo 
instituta AN SSSR, 150: 157–173. Leningrad: Zoo-
logical Institute of the USSR Academy of Sciences. 
(In Russian).

Loskot V.M. 1986. Intraspecific differentiation and 
the concept of subspecies in ornithology. In:  Tezisy 
dokladov IX Vsesoyuznoy ornitologicheskoy kon-
ferentsii [Abstracts of the ninth All-Union Orni-
thological Conference], 2: 37–39. Leningrad. (In 
Russian). [Re-issued in: Russkiy ornitologicheskiy 
Zhurnal, 2013, 22(914): 2366–2368].

Loskot V.M. 1986. Materials on birds of the environs 
of Tashanty (SE Altai). In: Neufeldt I.A. (Ed.). Ras-
prostraneniye i biologiya ptits Altaya i Dal’nego Vo-
stoka [Distribution and biology of birds in the Altai 
and the Far East]. Trudy Zoologicheskogo instituta 
AN SSSR, 150: 44–56. Leningrad: Zoological Insti-
tute of the USSR Academy of Sciences. (In Russian).

Loskot V.M. 1986. Phenotypic composition of popu-
lations in secondary contact areas of Black-eared 
Wheatear and Pied Wheatear. In: Aktual’nye prob-
lemy ornitologii. Trudy Vsesoyuznogo ornitologi-
cheskogo obshchestva [Actual problems of ornithol-
ogy. Proceedings of the All-Union Ornithological 
Society], 1: 17–33. Moscow. (In Russian).

1987

Loskot W.M. 1987. Parus hyrcanus (Zarudny et 
Loudon). In: Dathe H. & Neufeldt I.A. (Eds). 
Atlas der Verbreitung palaearktischer Vögel, 
Lieferung 14. 4 p. Berlin: Akademie–Verlag. [sep-
arate unnumbered pages in folder] https://doi.
org/10.1515/9783112522226-004

1988

Loskot V.M. 1988. New data on distribution and life 
mode of the Radde’s Accentor (Prunella ocularis 
Radde). In: Potapov R.L. (Ed.). Voprosy ekologii, 
faunistiki i sistematiki ptits Palearktiki [Ecology, 
faunistics and systematics of birds in the Palaearc-
tic]. Trudy Zoologicheskogo instituta AN SSSR, 182: 
89–115. Leningrad: Zoological Institute of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences. (In Russian).

1989

Chrabryj [Khrabryi] W.M., Loskot W.M. & Vi-
etinghoff-Scheel E., v. 1989. Phylloscopus in-

ornatus (Blyth). In: Dathe H. & Loskot W.M. 
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