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Abstract—255 species and 59 subspecies of fleas from 55 genera of 7 families are known from Russia, which is 
30% of the Palaearctic fauna. Additionally, over 187 species of 47 genera from 7 families are known from the 
neighboring territories of Central and Southern Europe, Transcaucasia, Kazakhstan, Middle Asia, Mongolia, 
Northeast China, and Japan. 13 species of 12 genera are known only from Russia. Noteworthy is the low percent of 
endemic species (not more than 4%) and genera (one genus) in the Russian fauna. The principal centers of 
taxonomic 
diversity in the Palaearctic, including many endemic species and genera, lie in the Eastern Asian, Central 
Asian, and Turano-Iranian Subregions, outside Russia and the Euro-Siberian Subregion. The bulk of the Russian 
fauna is formed by the species and genera of the three largest flea families: Hystrichopsyllidae, Ceratophyllidae, 
and Leptopsyllidae. The family Ceratophyllidae has the greatest number of genera in the Russian fauna, and 
Hystrichopsyllidae, 
the greatest number of species. Western (Western and Western-Central Palaearctic; 84 species 
from 41 genera of 7 families) and Eastern (Central-Eastern and Eastern Palaearctic; 78 species from 42 genera of 
6 families) species are nearly equally represented in the Russian fauna. 
DOI: 10.1134/S0013873813050084 


